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On Thursday, September 29,  
2022, Team Jack will be hosting 
our 10th Annual Radiothon 
presented by The Home 
Agency. This is our longest 
running event, which started 
in Team Jack’s hometown of 
Atkinson, NE, raising $40,000 
in its inaugural year. It now 
stretches state-wide and has 
grown each year. This event 
has raised $829,500 total for research in nine years. 
Our goal for the 2022 event is to bring our total raised 
to the $1,000,000 mark. Thanks to the Huskers Radio 
Network and volunteer radio host, Cody Thomas, for 
continuing to support this event for the past 10 years. 

Celebrating 10 Years
This year’s broadcast will be live from Elwood, NE, 
home of the presenting sponsor The Home Agency, from 7AM CDT to 6PM CDT. 

“My family and The Home Agency team and I are excited to host the 10th 
Annual Team Jack Radiothon once again in Elwood! Each year, Elwood and 
surrounding communities turn out to help with this important cause. We are 
committed to helping Team Jack rewrite the futures of children with brain cancer 
by funding important research to develop better treatments and a cure,” said Jim 
Baldonado, owner, The Home Agency.

 DID YOU KNOW?
This year’s radiothon date, 
September 29, is the tenth 
anniversary of the first 
pediatric brain cancer 
awareness game hosted by 
the Nebraska Football team.

STAY CONNECTED

G  @TeamJackFoundation 

Ö  @TeamJack 

e  TeamJackFoundation

  team-jack-foundation 

September 29th Event Aims  
to Pass the $1,000,000 Mark

Continued on next page...

The event will be  
LIVE STREAMED  

ONLINE by  
THE NEW  
94ROCK
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The radiothon features stories from families affected by child brain 
cancer as well as interviews with special guests that support the 
cause. The public is encouraged to tune in to the broadcast on 
September 29 and donate by calling 855-RUN-JACK or texting 
JACK to 243725. All donors throughout the day will be eligible 
for prizes including a $500 Scheels gift card and a Yeti prize pack 
to name a few. Multiple stations will be broadcasting live from 
The Home Agency grounds.  For a list of participating stations, 
please visit www.TeamJackFoundation.org.  The event will be LIVE 
STREAMED ONLINE by The New 94Rock: http://www.94rock.fm/.  

In addition to the radiothon, part of the campaign includes a cash 
giveaway and a fundraising contest for kids! In the cash giveaway, three 
prizes will be awarded: 1) $20,000, 2) $5,000 and 3) $2,500! Tickets are 
just $100 each and the drawing will be held at the conclusion of the radiothon 
on September 29. The fundraising contest was developed for kids to get involved 
and help in the cause. They will earn prizes for each monetary level reached. The 
top prize is a $500 Visa Gift Card and all fundraisers that raise $500 or more are 
entered to win their choice of an Apple Watch, Oculus or a Nintendo Switch. The 
top prizes are sponsored by longtime Team Jack partner, Applied Connective 
Technologies. To learn more visit, https://teamjackfoundation.org/radiothon.

Radiothon

SPONSORS

Continued 

Cancer drug development has improved in recent years, yet the timeline 
for new drugs for children lags significantly behind those for adults with 
cancer. The Team Jack Foundation is trying to change that.

In 2017, the Team Jack Foundation joined other national non-profits to 
fund basic/translational science and subsequently the clinical trial phases 
of a project entitled TAK580 lead by Principal Investigator, Dr. Karen 
Wright, at Dana-Farber Cancer Institute in Boston, MA. This promising 
therapy is an oral treatment taken once-a-week for children battling 
relapsed glioma brain tumors. To date, the Team Jack Foundation has 
committed $800,000 to this project.

In May 2020, Day One Biopharmaceuticals, a pharmaceutical company 
whose focus is to bring new treatments to market that benefit children, 
announced that they had acquired TAK580 (DAY101), and it will be 
their top priority. Day One is developing DAY101, now referred to as 

tovorafenib, as a targeted treatment for children with brain cancer and is 
working to bring this new therapy to market worldwide.

Recently, Day One Biopharmaceuticals announced positive data from 
this pivotal trial.  Tovorafenib (DAY101) is a as once-weekly therapy 
for children aged 6 months to 25 years with relapsed or progressive 
low-grade glioma, which is the most common brain tumor diagnosed in 
children and for which there are no approved therapies and there is no 
standard of care. Initial data from the first 25 patients enrolled in the trial 
indicated significant anti-tumor activity. It also indicated that the drug 
was well-tolerated amongst patients, which is key when developing new 
treatments for kids. These initial findings prove tovorafenib could become 
a transformative new option for kids with low grade glioma. To date, 
there has never been a drug developed for kids with brain cancer and, 
first line treatments are proven to be harsh and unsafe for kids.

This year’s broadcast will be live 

from Elwood, home of the presenting 

sponsor, The Home Agency.  It will 

be aired through the Huskers Radio 

Network from 7AM CT to 6PM CT on 

September 29, 2022. Ten years ago, 

on this day, Jack Hoffman and Isaiah 

Casillas, another brain tumor fighter, 

led the Nebraska Cornhuskers tunnel 

walk. This also marked the very first 

Pediatric Brain Tumor Awareness 

Game. Prior to this, Team Jack’s late 

co-founder, Andy Hoffman, traveled 

the state selling the very first collegiate 

licensed Team Jack t-shirt. This was 

the start of the Team Jack Foundation.

Celebrating YearsYears

Read full update:Team Jack Foundation’s  
Funded Research Reveals  
Positive Initial Results
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(Reprinting from Lurie Children’s blog  
May 10, 2022)

**NOTE: In April 2020, Team Jack invested 
$325,000 in this project at Lurie Children’s 
Hospital Chicago. Our key funding helped 
this continue to advance. 

Improved therapies for children facing 
cancer can only be discovered through 
pediatric research. Placing a premium 
on innovation, Lurie Children’s Center 
for Cancer and Blood Disorders 
is committed to speeding up the 
development of new treatments by 
leading and participating in early phase 
clinical trials.  

Recently neuro-oncologist Ashley 
Plant-Fox, MD, opened the first clinical 
trial for a novel heat shock protein 
vaccine targeting the fatal pediatric 
brain tumor diffuse intrinsic pontine 
glioma (DIPG), the deadliest brain 
tumor in children.  

Dr. Plant-Fox worked in collaboration 
with Agenus Biotechnologies to use 
genetic sequencing information from 
patient tumors to identify tumor specific 
markers that could be used in a vaccine 

product. Together, they created the 
vaccine known as rHSC-DIPGVax. As 
of January 2022, this phase I clinical 
trial is open at Lurie Children’s for newly 
diagnosed patients after completion 
of radiation. Dr. Plant-Fox is the lead 
Principal Investigator at Lurie Children’s 
and the trial enrolled it’s first patient in 
early April.

To limit the distance families must travel 
to receive this novel therapy, the trial 
is also available at additional sites 
including Dana-Farber Cancer Institute, 
Children’s Hospital Orange County, and 
Alberta Children’s.  

Dr. Plant-Fox believes it is essential to 
collect biologic correlates during clinical 
trials in order to gather as much data 
as possible on responders and non-
responders to novel therapies, especially 
in rare disease populations. The 
biologic correlates to this trial include 
evaluation of tumor biopsy samples as 

well as blood samples at various time 
points throughout each participant’s 
vaccine treatment. Michael DeCuypere, 
MD, PhD, a pediatric neurosurgeon 
at Lurie Children’s who specializes in 
brain tumor surgery and research, has 
joined Dr. Plant-Fox’s team to perform 
minimally-invasive biopsies of these 
tumors. Lurie Children’s is one of only 
a few pediatric centers in the Midwest 
with the experience and state-of-the-
art technology to perform these biopsies 
safely, given their risky location in the 
brainstem.

The blood samples will be evaluated for 
immune cell markers and immune cell 
response to vaccine peptides at Jason 
Miska’s laboratory at Northwestern 
University. Advanced epitope spread 
assays will be conducted at University 
of Calgary in the laboratory of Aru 
Narendran, MD, PhD, a pediatric neuro-
oncologist who specializes in immune 
monitoring of vaccines.

This advanced assay will allow Dr. 
Plant-Fox to learn specifically what the 
immune cells are targeting post vaccine 
administration. This type of information 
can help improve the vaccine product 
in the future or predict which molecular 
alterations in a patient’s tumor will 
make them more or less likely to 
respond to the vaccine. 

“Today’s clinical trials are leading to the 
cancer treatments of tomorrow. Funding 
from Team Jack has made it possible for 
this study to come this far and we thank 
them. We could not do the advanced 
testing necessary to maximize our 
understanding of this novel therapy 
without their help,” Dr. Ashley Plant-Fox.

New DIPG Clinical Trial Launches  
at Lurie Children’s

Dr. Ashley Plant-Fox, Lurie Children’s

Today’s clinical trials are leading 
to the cancer treatments of 
tomorrow. Funding from Team 
Jack has made it possible for 
this study to come this far and 
we thank them. We could not do 
the advanced testing necessary 
to maximize our understanding 
of this novel therapy without 
their help,“ Dr. Ashley Plant-Fox

”
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The Nebraska Football Road Race, 
sponsored by The Home Agency, was 
held on Sunday, July 17, 2022 in Lincoln, 
NE and brought together over 760 
participants. It included a 5K and a one-
mile fun run, with the starting and finish 
lines in front of Memorial Stadium. The 
$25,000 in proceeds from the Road Race 
this year will be donated to the Team 
Jack POWER5 Pediatric Brain Tumor 
Program at the University of Nebraska 
Medical Center and Children’s Hospital & 
Medical Center.  

Head coach Scott Frost spoke at the 
event, reminding his players that some 
things are bigger than football.

“Remember when we’re going through 
fall camp that there’s people going 
through stuff a lot harder than what 
we’re going through. People here need 
support just like your teammates need 
support,” Frost said. “There’s so many 
people and so many problems it’s hard 

to think you can make a difference, but 
you can make a difference in this world 
just by affecting one person.”

Coach Frost also announced the 
Huskers’ September 10 home game 
against Georgia Southern will be the 
10th Annual Pediatric Brain Cancer 
Awareness Game.

The Nebraska Football team has a 
long, meaningful history supporting 
the pediatric brain cancer community. 
Sparked by the 69-yard touchdown run 
of pediatric brain cancer patient Jack 
Hoffman in the 2013 Spring Football 
Game, the team decided to take on the 
task of raising awareness and funds 
for the rare disease. Since then, the 
Road Race has helped raise more than 
$275,000 for pediatric brain cancer 
research. 

“With this year being the tenth annual 
Nebraska Football Road Race, it has 
become something that all of the guys 

look forward to every year as they get 
to see the impact that they can have 
off of the football field. The relationship 
between the Nebraska Football Team 
and Team Jack is a special one and 
they are excited to be a part of the fight 
against pediatric brain cancer,” said Kate 
Frazier, University of Nebraska Athletics 
Assistant Director – Life Skills.

Nebraska Football Road Race

Husker head football coach Scott Frost  
and tumor fighter Nick Herringer

It’s time to Topgolf for Team Jack. Join Rex Burkhead  
and other Houston Texans football players...  
who are proud to partner with the Team Jack Foundation for the Inaugural  
Team Jack Topgolf Classic, which benefits childhood brain cancer research. 

Our event will be held on Monday, October 10, 2022  
at TopGolf Houston - Katy, Texas from 6:00 – 9:00 p.m. 

It includes: 

Calling All Our Texas Supporters!

 • 3-Hours of Topgolf Game Play 
 • Hole-in-One Contest 
 • TopContender Tournament
 • Diamonds Direct – Tennis Bracelet Raffle 
 • Chef-Driven Menu 
 • Valet Services 
 • Opportunity to interact with Houston Texans players

Learn more at www.teamjackfoundation.org/topgolftx
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On January 28, 2023, Team Jack with 
OMAWA and USA Wrestling will host the 
2nd Annual Takedown the Tumor Nationals 
Youth Wrestling Tournament, with proceeds 
benefiting the Team Jack Foundation. This 
event was started last year by Marie and 
Josh Akerson after their son, Kieran, an avid 
wrestler, was diagnosed with a brain tumor. 
The November 2021 event was a huge 
success! It had over 320 youth wrestlers 
from 15 states and raised over $72,000 for 
the fight against childhood brain cancer. 
This year, each wrestler will again have 
the opportunity to fundraise for Team 
Jack and earn amazing prizes. Check out 
takedownthetumor.org for more information. 
We know with your involvement, we’ll raise 
the bar even higher in 2023.

Save the Date  
January 28,th 2023

Fleet Feet Miles for 
Team Jack September 
Challenge
Fleet Feet Lincoln & Omaha are gearing up for the 3rd Annual Miles for Team Jack 
September challenge. Miles for Team Jack is an annual virtual miles challenge 
benefiting the Team Jack Foundation. Fleet Feet owner, Lori Borer, and her team, 
have been great partners and do an outstanding job running this event. Last year’s 
event raised over $18,000, bringing the two-year event total to nearly $50,000.

This year’s challenge is going to kick off on September 1 and run through 
September 30, 2022. You can register for either the 50-mile or 100-mile challenge. 
New this year will be a 25-mile option geared towards walkers, as well as a 
biking option. The cost to register for the September Miles Challenge with Fleet 
Feet is $30. 

We are so thankful for the support of Fleet Feet and the running 
community! Learn more at www.teamjackfoundation.org/miles-2022.

Learn more at takedownthetumor.org

Korbin, Josh, Marie & Kieran Akerson of Valley, Nebraska
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You’ve got a chance to win a rare  
2022 418 hp Bronco Raptor 
- Ford's desert-racing, rock-crawling most powerful street legal 
Bronco ever! The all-new 2022 Ford Bronco Raptor was designed  
and engineered by Ford Performance to be the world's first Ultra4Racing 
inspired SUV capable of highway speed desert-dune conquering and Baja rock crawling.

Bronco Raptor is equipped with elite off-road technology and hardware. Ultra4 Racing is the epitome  
of grueling off-road competition, featuring demanding races such as the famed King of the Hammers in the  
Johnson Valley in California. To build the world’s first Ultra4-inspired SUV, Ford Performance set the bar high.  
Bronco Raptor had to be even faster and bring more off-road capability, agility and maneuverability than Bronco 
already delivers.

“We had to build the Bronco Raptor – it’s our ultimate vehicle for hardcore off-road enthusiasts who demand 
something more,” said Carl Widmann, Ford Performance chief engineer. “Like the Ultra4 desert race trucks, the 
‘Raptor of SUVs’ conquers desert dunes at highway speeds and is equipped with competition-level off-road 
technology and hardware.”

On July 5, 2022, Ford Motor Company 
announce they are completely sold out 
of this model making this opportunity 
even more rare! Don’t miss your chance 
to win!

Visit BroncoRaptorSweepstakes.com  
to register for the sweepstakes. The 
drawing will take place at the 10th 
Annual Team Jack Gala on February 
25, 2023. No donation necessary, 
although you get more chances if you 
do! Scan the QR code to enter and 
use promo code TJNEWS for 30% 
more entries! 

Enter Sweepstakes  
to Win a  
Ford Bronco  
Raptor

6 |  TEAM JACK NEWS



Team Jack Golf Classic  
Raises over $32,000 in First Year

On Saturday, July 9, 2022, nearly 70 golfers, including 
13 former Nebraska football players, hit the links to help 
raise awareness and funds for Team Jack Foundation. 
Wilderness Ridge in Lincoln was the perfect setting 
for the inaugural Team Jack Golf Classic. With strong 
support from former Huskers and current NFL players, 
one paired with each foursome, the day was a huge 
success. Over $32,000 was raised for childhood brain 
cancer research.  The winning foursome was the 
INSPRO Insurance group of Trevor Meader, Austin Reilly, 
Connor Cochran, Jacob Corbin, playing with former 
Husker Brandon Reilly. 

“It was great to see so many former Huskers come out 
and golf for a great cause. We started talking about this 
in late April and I’m happy with the turnout. Next year, 
we’ll work to build on this year’s event and get the word 
out to even more supporters,” said Spencer Long.  

Houston Texans Running Back Rex Burkhead, former 
Huskers Spencer Long, Jeremiah Sirles, Brent Qvale 
and Kenny Bell were instrumental in getting the golf 

tournament off the ground. The idea was developed 
and brought to fruition within 3 months! Watch for 
information next spring for the 2nd Annual Team Jack 
Golf Classic to be held in the summer of 2023.

INSPRO Insurance winning foursome with former Husker Brandon Reilly

L-R: Austin Allen, Jeremiah Sirles, Kenny Bell, Brandon Reilly, Spencer Long, 
Cody Green, Rex Burkhead, Brent Qvale, Cam Juergens, David Fiala
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On Saturday, July 9, 2022, the 

Rays of Hope Airboat Rides 

took place for families affected 

by childhood brain cancer.  Over 

40 members of the Team Jack 

family enjoyed this special day. 

Justin Herring along with Airboaters of 

Nebraska, Fremont Airboat Club, Woody’s 

Airboat Tours, Bryson’s Airboat Tours 

graciously coordinated this event for the 

7th year. There were airboats rides, games 

on the sandbar and food from Godfather’s 

Pizza in Fremont – all provided at no 

cost to the families. The Gibney Family 

Campground in Fremont offered a covered 

pavilion for some shade on a sunny day. 

CI Shirts in Elkhorn generously donated 

all the shirts for the families again this 

year.  This event is always well received by the 

families as it is a great way to get together and 

enjoy a day of fun in the sun and community. 

Each of the kids that attended the event left with a 

free tackle box, tackle, and a gift card to customize 

their tackle box provided by Travis’ Gas Station & 

Bait, Justin Herring, Airboaters of Nebraska, Airboat 

Magazine and Fremont Airboat Club. 

In past years, the kids have received 

fishing poles, sleeping bags and tents. 

“This day was absolutely perfect. The 

weather was just right, the river was 

beautiful, the food was amazing and 

the friendships are forever,” said 

cancer fighter Nick Herringer. 

Rays of Hope
Airboat Rides
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The Team Jack Foundation is proud of the partnership with 
Green Plains, Inc. Green Plains served as the Silent Auction 
Sponsor for the 9th Annual Team Jack Gala presented by Fat 
Brain Toys! Green Plains, Inc. headquartered in Omaha, Nebr., 
operates a biorefinery location in Atkinson, Nebr. They began 
supporting the Team Jack Foundation in September 2013 as a 
sponsor for the Foundation’s very first event held in Atkinson, 
the home of Team Jack.

Todd Becker, President and CEO of Green Plains, said, “As a 
member of the Atkinson community, Green Plains is thrilled 

to support the Team Jack Foundation to help further critical 
research and studies necessary in the fight against childhood 
brain cancer. This organization and cause is important to our 
community and it’s important to us.”

We were honored to recognize Green Plains, Inc. as this year’s 
silent auction sponsor and look forward to continuing our 
partnership in the future. They continue to make this disease a 
priority, and for that, we are truly grateful.

About Green Plains:
Green Plains began operating in 2007 in Shenandoah, Iowa. 
The following year, Todd Becker was named President and CEO. 
Under his vision and leadership, Green Plains rapidly grew to 
become one of the largest biofuel producers in the world. Green 
Plains is a leading ag-tech company using innovative processes 
to transform annually renewable crops into sustainable, 
high-value ingredients. Green Plains owns and operates 11 
biorefineries in Indiana, Illinois, Iowa, Minnesota, Nebraska and 
Tennessee. Their platform has the capacity to convert over 300 
million bushels of corn into nearly 1 billion gallons of biofuels, 
290 million pounds of renewable corn oil and 2.5 million tons of 
distillers grains and Ultra-High Protein. 

Thank you Green Plains for supporting Team Jack and 
the mission the past 10 years!

SPONSOR HIGHLIGHT

TO TEAM JACK
On Tuesday, May 17, 24 Omaha Runza locations participated in a  

“Dine Out for Team Jack” Giveback Day to donate 10% of their sales from the  
day to the Team Jack Foundation. Together, these locations raised $10,333.03 for 
childhood brain cancer research. A special thank you to Omaha Runza’s, Runza 
corporate, and all those diners that are helping to make a difference in our work!

GIVES BACK
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In 2021, the Team Jack Foundation 
invested $50,000 at Memorial Sloan 
Kettering Cancer Center to Maya 
Graham, MD PhD for her research study 
on pediatric high-grade gliomas. Here 
is an update from Dr. Graham and the 
important progress she has made.

With Team Jack Foundation’s support, 
I have made substantial progress in 
unraveling the importance of cell and 
mutation context in oncohistone-driven 
pediatric high-grade glioma (pHGG). 
Histones are protein nodules around 
which DNA is tightly wrapped in order 
to fit DNA into the cell’s nucleus and 
to regulate which genes on the DNA 
strand are available for activation. 
Mutations in DNA can contribute to or 
cause cancer—and so can mutations 
in the histone proteins, allowing genes 
to be activated in the wrong way or 
at the wrong time. Mutated histones 
that contribute to malignancy are 

“oncohistones.”

To reveal how oncohistones 
contribute to pHGG, including how 
they work with cancer-related DNA 
mutations and in specific cells, we 
are using a technique called single-
cell RNA sequencing (scRNAseq) in 
combination with cerebral organoids 
(“mini brains,” or functioning clusters 
of neural cells that develop like the 
human brain). We have optimized a 
protocol for performing scRNAseq on 
cerebral organoids and analyzing the 
resultant data in collaboration with 
our Single Cell Research Initiative and 
our Bioinformatics Core. scRNAseq 
allows us to look at only the genes 

“expressed” (active) in an individual cell. 
By analyzing patterns in these genes, 
we can determine the different cell 
types in an organoid. Through these 
collaborations, we have confirmed the 

presence of several different stem cell 
types that could initiate pHGG. We 
have also analyzed several independent 
organoids and compared our results to 
data published by other groups to verify 
our findings.

Further, we have used this scRNAseq 
pipeline to look at changes in organoid 
cell populations after we “turn on” 
pHGG mutations at different points 
in organoid development, pinpointing 
a developmental stage that seems 
particularly susceptible to producing 
glioma-like cells. This exciting finding 
gives us a better understanding of why 
pHGG expressing these mutations 
occurs in a specific brain location and at 
a specific age. 

We are now working with collaborators 
at the Mount Sinai School of Medicine 
to see how these mutations change 
the chromatin (the histone-DNA 

“package”) landscape — patterns of 
DNA organization — using cutting-
edge chromatin profiling techniques. 

This profiling will allow us to better 
understand how these pHGG mutations 
turn brain cells into cancer cells. 

Moving forward, we are also working 
on adapting these chromatin profiling 
techniques to work at the single cell 
level so that we can gain information 
about gene expression and chromatin 
landscape in the same cell. This is 
particularly important because we 
suspect that the way oncohistones 
change chromatin and how these 
changes affect gene expression will be 
different in different types of cells. 

This work has already had a substantial 
impact for me, serving as preliminary 
data for several competitive career 
development grants, two of which have 
been funded. I am currently writing a 
scientific paper about these findings, 
which we will submit for publication 
soon. None of this would have been 
possible without the generous support 
of the Team Jack Foundation!

Update from

Dr. Maya Graham Dr. Graham, 
Memorial  
Sloan Kettering 
Cancer Center
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The Team Jack Foundation is proud to 
announce a commitment of $10,000 
in June to support the education of Dr. 
Chittalsinh Raulji in pediatric neuro-
oncology at the University of Colorado 
School of Medicine. This grant is part 
of Team Jack’s Power 5 Brain Tumor 
Initiative at UNMC.

As Nebraska’s only cancer center, 
UNMC is deeply committed to caring for 
the children of our region with top-notch 
care. In order to do this, it is important 
to have specialized physicians to treat 
kids, specifically with brain cancer. 
To complete the team of physicians 
necessary to treat kids with brain 
tumors, a pediatric neuro-oncologist is 
critical to ensure access to advanced 
care and clinical trials. Due to the high 
demand for pediatric neuro-oncologists 
and their limited numbers, it has been 
difficult to recruit one to Nebraska. 
Despite this challenge, UNMC has 
successfully filled this gap.

Dr. Raulji completed his Hematology/
Oncology fellowship from Louisiana 
State University Health Sciences Center, 
New Orleans in 2015, joining the UNMC 
oncology group in 2020. Prior to coming 
to Nebraska, he practiced in Bangor, 
Maine for five years and cared for brain 
tumor patients, often collaborating with 
Boston Children’s Hospital. Dr. Raulji’s 
fellowship research was in glioblastoma 
multiforme, and he was considering a 
pediatric neuro-oncology specialization. 
Understanding the need for neuro-
oncology care here in Nebraska, Dr. 
Raulji has committed to focusing 
solely on pediatric neurooncology 
and to advancing his education with 
this opportunity at the University of 
Colorado. 

The pediatric neuro-oncology group 
at Children’s Hospital Colorado has 
agreed to host Dr. Raulji for three 

months this summer to provide an 
intensive education of clinical neuro-
oncology. Dr. Raulji’s prior experience 
allows for a shorter immersive 
educational experience to attain the 
clinical knowledge necessary to fulfill 
the clinical role and offers opportunities 
for ongoing collaboration even after 
the time on-site ends. The grant from 
the Team Jack Foundation will cover 
expenses for Dr. Raulji to go to Colorado 
this summer to receive this extensive 
education.

Dr. Raulji’s vision is that he would 
function as the bridge between the 
bench and the bedside back to the 
bench, helping translate research ideas 
into clinical trials, while simultaneously 
bringing relevant clinical questions to 
the group for deeper investigations 
employing the scientific process. 

“We have eager, earnest scientists 
with expertise in cancer signaling 
pathways that go awry, how cancers 
manipulate DNA repair machinery 
to survive, developing nanoparticle-
conjugated drugs and small molecule 
inhibitors, and targeting the tumor for 
drug delivery, to name a few. We have 
the infrastructure and collaborative 
spirit to truly lead breakthroughs in 
elucidating brain tumor pathophysiology 
and treatment. I feel that Dr. Raulji will 
provide an essential link by making 
our work relevant to the patient 
experience, eventually culminating 
in our Nebraskan children with brain 
tumors leading better lives,” said 
Dr. Sidharth Mahapatra, Associate 
Professor of Pediatrics at UNMC who 
is also Co-director of the Pediatric 
Cancer Research Group and Chair of the 
Medulloblastoma Collaborative.  

While the team at UNMC and Children’s 
Hospital and Medical Center continue 
to investigate novel treatments for 

pediatric patients with brain tumors, 
Dr. Raulji will be evaluating and 
improving their clinical experience 
in both the inpatient and outpatient 
settings.  He has a vision to continue 
the development of the comprehensive 
pediatric brain tumor clinic to include 
multiple disciplines relative to patients 
and their families, whether that be other 
medical teams, behavioral health or 
neurocognitive evaluations.  

“The resources provided by Team Jack 
allow him to think big as it applies to 
the experience of Nebraska children 
and their families,” said Dr. Don Coulter, 
Professor of Pediatric Oncology at 
UNMC and Director of the Pediatric 
Cancer Research Group. 

Dr. Raulji Granted $10,000 for  
Intensive Program Training in Colorado

BECOME A
CHAMPION
FOR A CURE

RECEIVE 
A FREE 
10th anniversary  
Team Jack calendar if you 
donate $20/mo or make a 
$240+ one-time donation.

Dr. Chittalsinh Raulji,
UNMC and Children’s 
Hospital & Medical 
Center, Omaha, NE
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MAKE AN IMPACT
Visit us at teamjackfoundation.org  
to get involved.

UPCOMING  
EVENTS

 þ Childhood Cancer Awareness Month 
September 2022

 þ Fleet Feet Miles for Team Jack Challenge 
September 2022

 þ 2nd Annual Fundraising Contest 
September 2022

 þ Pediatric Brain Cancer Awareness  
Nebraska Football Game 
Nebraska VS Georgia Southern 
September 10, 2022

 þ 10th Annual Team Jack Radiothon 
Presented by The Home Agency 
September 29, 2022

 þ Houston Texans Topgolf for  
Team Jack, Katy, TX 
October 10, 2022

 þ $5 Bits of Broken Chair Trophy     
Nebraska vs. Minnesota 
November 5, 2022

 þ 2nd Annual Takedown the Tumor 
Nationals 
January 28, 2023

 þ Team Jack Gala Presented by  
Fat Brain Toys 
February 25, 2023

 þ 2022 Ford Bronco Raptor  
Sweepstakes Drawing 
February 25, 2023 Mark

 Yo
ur

 C
ale

nd
ar

ORDER NOW

WE DON’T QUIT  
   T-SHIRTS

Team Jack recently launched a new collegiate licensed 
Nebraska t-shirt to raise research funds and awareness 
for childhood brain cancer and to cheer on the Huskers! 

This t-shirt design comes from our friend Grady Simants, 
who was from North Platte, NE. Grady bravely fought 

brain cancer for seven years before passing away from 
the disease. One of his team’s favorite hashtags was 

#wedontquit!
This design is available in three colors and is printed on a Next 

Level 6210 tee (youth sizes for red and black will be Bella 
Canvas), 60% combed ring-spun cotton, 40% polyester. 

Visit https://shop.teamjackfoundation.org/  
to get your ‘We Don’t Quit’  

t-shirts today! 
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