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The Team Jack Foundation is excited to announce the funding for three new national 
research projects for 2021-2022. In total, for the calendar year, the Foundation 
has invested $900,000 in research locally and nationally.  Each project promises 
advancements in new treatment protocols for children fighting brain cancer.

High-Grade Glioma Research | $50,000
Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center to Dr. Maya Graham to research the 
gaps in insights into oncohistone-mediated gliomagenesis that currently pose 
a barrier to therapeutic development for patients with high-grade gliomas.

Innovative Immunotherapy for High-Grade Gliomas | $100,000
University of Florida to Dr. Elias Sayour for a first-in-human, phase I/II clinical 
trial testing a personalized immunotherapy for high-grade gliomas by way 
of vaccine.

Uncovering Hidden Drivers of Low-Grade Gliomas | $240,000
Dana-Farber Cancer Institute/Boston Children’s Cancer and Blood Disorders 
Center to Dr. Pratiti (Mimi) Bandopadhayay to apply a genomic approach to 
identify drivers of pediatric low-grade glioma (pLGG) growth. Understanding 
these “mystery drivers” is critical to treating and ultimately curing pLGGs.
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The 9th Annual Team Jack Foundation Radiothon was held 
on Thursday, September 16 and raised nearly $145,000 for 
childhood brain cancer research. This was the third straight 
year that the Radiothon was hosted by presenting sponsor, 
the Jim & Sharri Baldonado family and The Home Agency, at 
their home office in Elwood, Nebraska. Thanks to the Huskers 
Radio Network and volunteer radio host, Kevin Thomas, the 
eleven-hour broadcast was an outstanding success! 

“This was the third year we have hosted this event at our 
offices in Elwood, and I have to say I am so proud of the way 
Elwood, Lexington, Cozad and the surrounding communities 
have stepped up to make the Radiothon such a success,” said 
The Home Agency President Jim Baldonado. “Andy Hoffman 
worked so hard establishing the profile of Team Jack in 
this state, and we are happy that we can help elevate the 
awareness through this event. Every dollar raised will help the 
kids in Nebraska get the top-notch care they deserve through 
the efforts of Team Jack.”

Throughout the day there were family stories along with 
celebrity interviews highlighting the true struggles of a child 
fighting brain cancer and explaining the mission of Team 
Jack and how critical funding impactful research is to move 

toward a cure. The Team Jack Foundation is committed to 
funding research for better treatments for kids, and the annual 
radiothon is an essential piece of the solution. 

Kylie Dockter, the Executive Director of the Team Jack Foundation, 
said, “We saw gifts from $10 to $5,000 during the day, and each 
dollar will make an impact. From the time the phone lines opened 
at 7:00am until the end of the event at 8:00pm, we were fielding 
calls from listeners that were moved by the kids’ stories to donate. 
Andy would have been so proud of how engaged people were. 
Thanks to everyone that contributed in any way to success of the 
9th Annual Team Jack Radiothon.”

Team Jack’s 9th
Annual Radiothon
A Success

We are happy that we can help elevate the 
awareness through this event. Every dollar raised 
will help the kids in Nebraska get the top-notch care 
they deserve through the efforts of Team Jack.“

JIM BALDONADO

Continued on next page...
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While our contributions will be small, we know 
small things add up to bigger things to help 
the research in beating pediatric brain cancer.  
Thank you to Team Jack for the brave and 
energetic work your organization does for  
our kids in need.“

PAT LUNDERS

Armbrust Acres 
Kids Fairy Garden 
Wishing Well
Project

Donations were received via the phone bank powered 
by Applied Connective Technologies and staffed by The 
Home Agency team as well as online throughout the day. 
At the end of the day, over $117,000 was raised with 
donations continuing to come in, with the event total now 
nearing $145,000.

Hosting a big event in a small town, gives the 
opportunity for community organizations and 
businesses to get involved in a way that works for them! 
From root beer floats to a bake sale to the Elwood and 
Cozad preschools collecting pocket change, fundraising 
was the name of the game! On-site donors were 
even treated to a free lunch generously donated by 
Steakmasters! The Elwood community and surrounding 
towns are truly dedicated to making a difference in the 
fight to end childhood brain cancer.

In addition to the event, Jim and Sharri Baldonado family 
and The Home Agency also sponsored a $25,000 cash 
giveaway. Beginning August 24, the Foundation began 
selling $1,000 raffle tickets, with a limit of 42 total 
tickets being sold. The final four tickets were purchased 
just before the end of the radiothon broadcast, and the 
winner was subsequently drawn. We are excited to 
announce that the $25,000 winner was Ron Leifert from 
Lincoln, Nebraska, on what happened to be his 74th 
birthday! Team Jack is excited to offer this fun giveaway 
with the proceeds from the tickets funding important 
research for childhood brain cancer. 

New this year, created to engage school students to 
join the event, the Foundation started a month-long 
fundraising challenge with prizes up for grabs sponsored 
by Applied Connective Technologies, Runza National 
and Knock-Out Specialties. Schools that participated this 
year were Elwood, Bertrand, Gering Middle School, West 
Holt Elementary and High School and St. Mary’s Bellevue, 
in addition to several individual participants! The top 
fundraiser for this contest were the Ross Brothers (Hudson, 
Axten, Carver and Hollis Ross) from Underwood, Iowa 
raising $3,328! This September fundraising effort totaled 
over $12,000 toward the cause as well! The Foundation is 
thrilled to continue this fundraising program into the future.

Thank you to the following: The Home Agency, Jim 
& Sharri Baldonado family, Applied Connective 
Technologies, KLIN, Broadcast House Media|NRG 
Media, Huskers Radio Network, Jack Mitchell, Lana 
Green, Lincoln Scheels, Traeger, Fleet Feet Lincoln 
Omaha, Steakmasters and Sonny’s Super Foods. 
Lastly, a special thank you to the many businesses and 
individuals who donated in support of the event and to 
the families for sharing their stories! 

In Spring of 2021, Ralph and Pat Lunders from Omaha 
neighborhood, Armbrust Acres, selected the Team 
Jack Foundation as their 2021 charity of choice to 
receive funds from their annual Fairy Garden. The 
Armbrust Acres Kids Fairy Garden Wishing Well sits 
on the walking path through the neighborhood in West 
Omaha and leads to the entrance to Lake Zorinsky. 
Neighbor kids put coins in the small wishing well as 
they walk along the trail. When full, the Lunders collect 
the coins and an Armbrust Neighbor donates 10Xs the 
amount of the coins. Team Jack signs are located at 
the fountain to help raise awareness about our mission. 
As of December first, this project has raised nearly 
$5,000 for the important work Team Jack is doing. The 
Lunders also bought Team Jack t-shirts as a thank you 
for some of the neighborhood kids that helped him 
with the project. 
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Nearly $24,000 
Raised at Hill Family 
Estate Lincoln Event
On October 8th, 2021, a small group of friends met in Lincoln, NE, to meet for a 
wine tasting with Ryan Hill, owner of Hill Family Estate, from Napa, California.  
Ryan is a fourth-generation farmer in California, the first to start producing wine. 
The first generation in his family produced apricots, the second farmed prunes 
and apples, and the third generation started farming grapes. Ryan’s dad is still 
farming grapes alongside of him.  Hill Family Estate produced their first wines 
in 2001, and annual production ranges between 9,000-12,000 cases annually. 
They are 100% family farmed, family owned, and family operated, growing fruit 
for Napa wineries as well as their own wines.

The event was hosted by Jim and Sharri Baldonado at the prominent JTK 
restaurant in downtown Lincoln. A beautiful evening, full of fellowship, great 
food—perfectly paired with Hill Family Estate wines, and also a big surprise 
toward the end of the night.

Ryan brought with him several of his family’s marvelous wines, a few fun 
stories, and even some quick tips and lessons on winemaking. That wasn’t all 
he gave that night though.  Toward the end of the evening Ryan invited those 
attending to a little fundraiser. He graciously donated several bottles of wine to 
be auctioned off, with the proceeds going to the Team Jack Foundation; raising 
money for child brain cancer research. By the end of the evening, over $20,000 
was raised!  Thank you, Ryan, and all those who gave so generously to this 
wonderful cause!

Although the Husker football 
team didn’t grab a victory 
over Minnesota, the $5 Bits of 
Broken Chair Trophy rivalry 
brought a “W” for Team Jack 
and our mission to raise funds 
for childhood brain cancer 
research! This trophy is part of 
the “Chair-ity” fundraiser held 
each year leading up to the 
game and benefits organizations 
connected to each University, 
the Team Jack Foundation and 
the University of Minnesota 
Masonic Children’s Hospital. This 
fundraiser helped Team Jack 
raise over $30,000 in donations 
to win this fun rivalry. This is truly 
a win for both charities as they 
raise awareness and funds for 
their causes.

Because the Huskers were not 
able to come away with the 
victory of the Golden Gophers, 
Team Jack missed out on the 
opportunity to host the chair 
trophy until next year’s game. 
Although for diehard Nebraska 
fans this is a tough loss, funding 
research for childhood brain 
cancer was a true winner. On the 
other side of the field, Minnesota 
fans were able to raise over 
$17,000 for the University of 
Minnesota Masonic Children’s 
Hospital. That combined with 
Team Jack’s $30,800 helped the 
fundraiser surpass the combined 
four-year total of $47,000 
coming into this year! In all, the 
fundraiser has raised nearly 
$95,000 for the two charities 
in five years! It’s amazing what 
a silly little trophy and two 
passionate fan bases can do 
when helping children is the task 
at hand! Until next year Gophers! 

$5 Broken Bits of 
Chair Trophy Win 
for Team Jack

If you are a wine lover, visit HillFamilyEstate.com  
to learn more about their family and their wine.
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Midland University Coach, Oliver Drake, and Team 
to Support Team Jack in January 2022
Midland University Men’s Head Basketball Coach Oliver Drake knows firsthand the trauma 
of a childhood brain cancer diagnosis. 2020 brought his family an unexpected tumor 
diagnosis for their then six-year-old daughter, Stella. Issues with her eyesight spurred 
a visit to the eye doctor, but they never expected to leave with a cancer diagnosis. 
Following an eight-hour resection surgery on her tumor, Stella has been doing very 
well. Her one-year scan in May 2021 was clear and showed no regrowth. She 
continues to be the princess of her family and brings light to everyone she meets.

Coach Drake has been very involved in helping Team Jack in any way possible. 
The Drake family was featured in the Team Jack end-of-year appeal letter. We are also 
working together to present a basketball clinic for kids and a “Team Jack Night” at the Midland  
vs. Morningside basketball game. 

St. Mary’s Bellevue Joins 
September Awareness Month
Dr. Trish Wallinger, principal at St. Mary’s Catholic Elementary 
School in Bellevue, Nebr. and her students held a fundraiser for 
Team Jack in September to honor Childhood Cancer Awareness 
Month. Students in all grades paid 10 cents per word to write 
messages of strength and inspiration on small cinch sacks for 
young tumor fighters. They raised over $300 and filled 12 cinch 
sacks with words of encouragement that they presented to us. 
Team Jack then provided those drawstring bags to Children’s 
Hospital & Medical Center in Omaha to use for patients in their 
care. This was such a unique fundraiser and a great way to 
raise awareness for the mission of Team Jack, and we are so 
grateful to St. Mary’s for doing this on our behalf!

Stella Drake and the Midland University Basketball Team. Oliver Drake and family.
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The University of Nebraska Medical 
Center and Children’s Hospital & Medical 
Center welcomed pediatric neurosurgeon, 
Dr. Afshin Salehi in September 2021. The 
hiring of Dr. Salehi was part of the $1.5 
million investment from the Team Jack 
Foundation combined with the State’s 
$1.5 million funding investment to UNMC. 
Dr. Salehi spent much of his residency 
research efforts exploring how LITT, 
Laser Interstitial Thermotherapy, works. 
LITT therapy is a minimally invasive 
thermal therapy technique that treats 
brain tumors that are difficult to reach 
with conventional surgery. His residency 
training site at Washington University 
was an early adopter of this technology 
and Dr. Salehi saw how LITT allows 
for the treatment of brain tumors in a 
minimally invasive fashion. 

”We will soon be able to offer 
the exciting, latest and greatest 
methodologies to deal with 
epilepsy and brain tumors here 
in Omaha.“

Dr. Afshin Salehi 
UNMC/Children’s Hospital & Medical 
Center Pediatric Neurosurgeon

Let’s learn a little more about Dr. Salehi:

What led you to become interested in 
pediatric neurosurgery?

I decided that I wanted to become a 
neurosurgeon when I was about 13. It’s 
hard to say why. It had something to do 
with the fact that I enjoyed science and 
enjoyed learning about the things my dad 
would teach me about the brain. He was 
an electrical engineer and would instruct 
me, at a young age, on Newtonian 
physics, Ohm’s Law, etc. At one point 
he told me that neurons in the brain 
communicate via electrical signals. That 
stuck in my head. Even though he was 
an electrical engineer, he really played a 
huge role in my decision to pursue science 
and eventually neurosurgery. 

I majored in neuroscience in college and 
got a master’s degree studying UCHL1, 
a de-ubiquitinating enzyme that is 
involved in flagging certain proteins 
on the neurons that are then trafficked 
in and out of cell membranes. It plays 
a role in learning and memory and by 
extension neurological degenerative 
diseases such as Parkinson’s and 
Alzheimer’s. In medical school I tried to 
fall in love with another specialty, but 
every time I ended up working with the 
brain, I would realize neurosurgery is 
where I am meant to be. I eventually 
decided that operating on the brain and 
treating kids with neurological diseases 
is how I want to spend most of my time.

While in medical school at University of 
California San Diego, I met and worked 
with Dr. Bob Carter, who is now the 
chair of neurosurgery at Harvard and 
chief at Mass General. He and I looked at 
exosomes, tiny vessels released from all 
cells. Working with Dr. Carter energized 
my interest in the research aspect of 
neuroscience and made me realize that I 
wanted to do both surgery and research.    

The interest in pediatric neurosurgery 

was developed when I was doing my 
rotation during neurosurgery residency. 
It really stemmed from the fact that I 
was really pleased with my interactions 
with the kids and the generally better 
outcomes you have in pediatrics versus 
adult patients. I also enjoyed dealing 
with the parents. They generally feel 
more accountable for the health of their 
child and are very appreciative. 

What do you plan to research?

Both clinically and in research, I have 
been drawn to a recent technology, 
LITT, Laser Interstitial Thermotherapy. 
Washington University, where I did 
my residency training, was one of 
two sites that was an early adopter 
of this technology. So while I was 
there I saw how LITT allows for the 
treatment of brain tumors or epilepsy 
in a minimally invasive fashion. I spent 
much of my residency research efforts 
exploring, at a basic science level, 
how LITT works. I developed a mouse 
model for LITT which was published 
in July 2020. At the time of publication, 
my study was one of the only works 
exploring how LITT breaks down the 
blood/brain barrier at a basic science 
level. I found that LITT does disrupt 
this barrier in a way that will allow 
delivery of chemotherapy drugs more 
directly to the desired sites – tumors.  
Going forward I would like to use the 
mouse model of the laser to look at 
how nanoparticles can enhance the 
targetability of the laser for a region of 
interest and enhance the laser kill effect. 

One of my major roles at Children’s 
will be to use the laser system for 
treatment of epilepsy. We will deliver 
laser treatments, in conjunction with 
the interoperative MRI available at the 
new Hubbard Center, in a real-time 

Continued on next page...

Dr. Afshin Salehi Hired as  
UNMC Pediatric Neurosurgeon

Dr. Afshin Salehi 
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fashion, through a probe inserted into 
the tumor or the epileptogenic zone. 
This allows patients to be treated with 
much less pain and shorter recovery 
times compared to the conventional 
open surgical treatment. Some of what 
I will be doing in the research lab will be 
complementary in the sense that I will 
working to address what we now see 
as limitations in how we can use the 
LITT system.

What drew you to Children’s and 
UNMC Pediatrics?

One of the main factors that drew 
me to Omaha Children’s was the 
willingness and the enthusiasm of the 
leadership to grow and to support 
my clinical and research interests to 
bring the state-of the art technology 
to the kids in Nebraska. The fact that 
epileptic Children in Nebraska did not 
have access to LITT system in the state 
is why I came here. My major role on 
the clinical side will be to develop a 
robust, advanced epilepsy treatment 
center, with the help of the neurology 
team, leadership and all the involving 
personnel. We will soon be able to 
offer exciting, latest and the greatest 
methodologies to deal with epilepsy 
and brain tumors here in Omaha.

Tell us a little about yourself. 

I was born in Iran and lived there until I 
was 16 years old. When we moved to 
the states I lived in New Orleans and 
then San Diego, where I lived until my 
residency. My girlfriend Jaynie and I love 
to travel. I am a pilot. Last year we flew 
our plane to the Bahamas and hopped 
from island to island. In a few weeks we 
will be flying to Yellowstone and then 
over to the west coast to San Diego 
to visit family and then back to the 
Midwest, flying over the Grand Canyon. 
We love to cycle and spend time in the 
outdoors. We are very excited about 
our move to Omaha and are looking 
forward to building a life here. 

”YARDS AFTER CONTACT“ 
 TAKES HOME BOOK AWARD
The Nebraska Book Awards program, sponsored by the Nebraska 
Center for the Book (NCB), recognizes and honors books that are 
written by Nebraska authors, published by Nebraska publishers, set in 
Nebraska or concerning Nebraska.  On October 23, 2021, the family of 
our late co-founder, Andy Hoffman, accepted the Nonfiction Memoir 
Honor award on his behalf for his book, “Yards After Contact - Team 
Jack: Scoring a Touchdown Against Childhood Brain Cancer.” Andy 
spent much of his last decade advocating for children with brain 
cancer and for increased awareness and research funding for the 
disease. Finishing this book was a true blessing and one that will help 
for years to come through the proceeds of the book sales and raising 
awareness for the disease.

We were so honored to accept the Nebraska Center for the 
Book Award for Nonfiction-Memoir Honor on Andy Hoffman’s 
behalf for his work on ‘Yards After Contact’ yesterday. He 
would have been humbled to be included among such great 
Nebraska authors. What a blessing that he was able to finish 
a project that was so important to him, and that will help kids 
with brain tumors! (He loved all of them.) Thanks to everyone 
that helped Andy with this book, and to everyone who has 
bought a book and read it-his legacy lives on!“

BRIANNA HOFFMAN
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This fall, the Team Jack Foundation 
was selected as the recipient of a 
$20,000 directed gift from the Theresa 
Farnsworth Wittmann Charitable 
Foundation of Lincoln. On Wednesday 
October 13, Bob Miller, President of the 
Foundation Board, and Kathy Wittmann,  
Vice President, presented Team Jack 
with the check in Lincoln. Each year, 
the Foundation looks for charities that 
they feel carry on the mission of making 
an impact in the community. Like most 
Nebraskans, they were familiar with 
Team Jack after “The Run,” but became 
more interested following the news of 
founder Andy Hoffman’s diagnosis. Their 
gift will help continue to fund the best 
research for childhood cancer research 
right here in Nebraska and beyond.  

About Theresa Farnsworth Wittmann 
COURTESY OF THE THERESA FARNSWORTH WITTMANN  
CHARITABLE FOUNDATION

Theresa Farnsworth was born September 3, 1922. She graduated from 
College View High School in Lincoln. She always loved music and was 
a beautiful piano player. Music and the arts were a very important 
part of her life. She married Herbert Wittmann in 1947 and they lived 
in Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. They returned to Lincoln in 1947. She had 
a special eye for interior design and worked as a draftsperson for 
Peterson Construction Co., working beside her husband Herb who was 
their architect. She did most of the decorating for their “show” homes. 
She was bold with her use of color and design. Theresa always enjoyed 
gardening and the quiet times she would spend in her backyard. She 
loved cats and had many over the years as her special “children.” Her 
nickname was Rusty, for her beautiful red hair, and she had a lively and 
warm personality. She loved to have her family over and played the 
piano while they had sing-alongs. She loved to travel and especially 
enjoyed returning to Hawaii, where she and Herb were married. She 
was a member of St. Paul United Church of Christ. 

Prior to Theresa’s death on January 3, 1997, she set up an endowed 
Charitable Foundation, along with a list of her favorite charities. She 
cared deeply for the Lincoln community and wanted to have an impact 
on its continued prosperity and well-being. 

Gift from The Theresa 
Farnsworth Wittmann 
Charitable Foundation

Lindsey Nemetz, Kathy Wittmann, Bob Miller, Kylie Dockter and Shari Gilg.
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Jane Melchionda (Credit Union Kids at Heart)  
and Justin Herron (New England Patriots).

The Team Jack Foundation and Credit Union Kids at Heart 
have teamed up for the fourth year to fight childhood 
brain cancer research. Credit Union Kids at Heart is a 
Massachusetts-based nonprofit that is dedicated to funding 
research aimed at pediatric neurological diseases, including 
brain cancer. The partnership began when Team Jack Board 
Member, Rex Burkhead, was the running back for the New 
England Patriots.

During the first three years, Burkhead, served as the spokesman 
for the partnership for an initiative called “First Downs to Fight 
Pediatric Brain Cancer.” With the help of the local Boston 
radio station, 98.5 The Sports Hub, this initiative resulted in 
a combined $110,000 for childhood brain cancer research 
at Dana-Farber Cancer Institute. Burkhead’s contract with 
the New England Patriots expired after the 2020-2021 NFL 
season, thus ending the connection to the New England area. 
Fortunately, Patriots offensive lineman Justin Herron, graciously 
stepped into this role to help raise awareness and research 
funds for the cause. This year, Credit Unions Kids at Heart, 
led by Jane Melchionda, contributed $100,000 to the Team 
Jack Foundation. These funds will be invested in Dr. Pratiti 
Bandopadhayhay’s project at Dana-Farber Cancer Institute, 
studying hidden drivers of pediatric low-grade glioma growth.

”Team Jack is a long-term champion in funding 
pediatric brain cancer research, which makes 
the Team Jack Foundation an excellent and 
like-minded partner for Credit Unions Kids 
at Heart. Because medical discovery is an 
ongoing process, we are encouraged by regular 
advancements in therapies and treatments—
onwards toward a cure! We’ll pause when all 
affected children are able to lead healthy and 
happy lives.“  

Jane Melchionda for Credit Unions Kids at Heart

The Team Jack Foundation is proud and honored to partner with 
Credit Unions Kids at Heart and New England Patriot Justin 
Herron. Not only does this partnership allow the Foundation 
to expand its fundraising efforts, but also helps bring national 
awareness to childhood brain cancer. A special thank you to 
Justin Herron and our friends at Credit Union Kids at Heart for 
standing by our side in the fight against childhood brain cancer!

Credit Unions Kids at Heart 
with Justin Herron Contribute 
$100,000 to Team Jack

Last year, Mark Burch and his team at Mark Burch Motorsports 
completely restored a Pontiac Trans Am which they donated to 
Team Jack. Over $110,000 was raised through that raffle. This 
year, they are back at it. They have been busy fully restoring a 
red 1973 Chevrolet Corvette Stingray. Recently, Mark, his wife 
Mari and the racing team presented this classic car to Team 
Jack Foundation to raffle off, with all proceeds benefiting the 
Team Jack Foundation and our mission. This beautiful Corvette 
Stingray features: 

 þ Performance Small Block Chevy
 þ Red Exterior with Black Interior
 þ Four-Speed Manual Transmission
 þ Removable Tops
 þ BF Goodrich Radial T/A’s with Rally Wheels
 þ Dual Exhaust 

Tickets are $100 each, and the winner will drawn 
on Wednesday, April 20, 2022. For more information 
on rules and ticket purchases, please visit 
teamjackfoundation.org/corvette.

LITTLE RED CORVETTE 
RAFFLE NOW OPEN
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H ERO’S CORNER

ZACH QUICK

For the second year in a row, Team Jack was honored to be the beneficiary of the 
September Miles for Team Jack Challenge, an annual virtual miles challenge directed 
by Fleet Feet Nebraska and The Team Jack Foundation. The challenge first came to life 
in 2020 during a difficult time for all non-profit organizations, communities, families, 
and individuals. Lori Borer and her team are passionate about helping raise funds and 
awareness for childhood brain cancer so kids can live the healthy lives they deserve. 
This year’s Miles for Team Jack September Virtual Miles Challenge had nearly 500 
participants and raised over $18,000, bringing the two-year event total to nearly 
$50,000! On October 13, Team Jack humbly accepted a check from our friends at Fleet 
Feet Lincoln. We are grateful for their efforts to organize this fun event and to those 
that participated, fundraised, or donated toward a fundraiser. Make plans to join us in 
September 2022 for the 3rd Annual Miles 
for Team Jack Challenge, with a few 
exciting changes.

Zach Quick is a 13-year-old from Blair, 
Nebraska who has a big heart and a 
love for hockey. At the beginning of 
the Covid-19 pandemic, Zach was 
diagnosed with a brain tumor. The tumor 
had partially wrapped around and 
grown into his optic nerves. To preserve 
his eyesight, Zach began his treatment 
with chemotherapy. Following several 
months of chemotherapy, a routine scan 
led doctors to change Zach’s treatment 
plan, and he underwent a tumor 
resection surgery. More than half of the 
tumor was removed during the surgery. 
After surgery, Zach began radiation 
treatment at St. Jude in Memphis. Zach 
lost all vision in one eye, but today, has 
almost completely regained eyesight.

Having a child diagnosed with brain 
cancer is difficult and navigating that new 
territory amid a global pandemic brought 
additional challenges. Zach and his mom, 
Jess, were unable to come back home to 
Nebraska during treatment. Zach’s dad 
and siblings were also unable to travel 
to visit him during his most challenging 
times. Thankfully, the Quick family made 
it through and, this summer, Zach was 
back to playing hockey with his team. He 
participated in the running club and is 
now back in school with his friends. 

Each September the Nebraska Football 
Team hosts families affected by 
childhood brain cancer for a pregame 
practice and time with the team and 
tickets to the game the next day. This 
year’s game was on September 4th 
vs. Fordham. At the pregame practice, 
Zach stole the show interviewing 
various Husker players including Adrian 
Martinez, Austin Allen and more. The 
Husker marketing team them created a 
fun video reflecting on the day with the 
kids entitled “Keep Fightin!”. To watch 
visit: bit.ly/3px4RdL.

“Zach had such a good time. They let him 
interview the Huskers and he just had a 
blast with it,” Jess said.

Zach has been battling brain cancer 
for almost two years. While he is not 
actively in treatment, Zach and his family 
continue to monitor for tumor growth 
every three months but, in the meantime, 
try to live as normal as possible.

“The only thing you get is time. We are 
taking it every single minute, and I swear I 
take a deep breath every time he gets on 
the ice. There’s just not a lot of treatments 
out for these kids, so it’s just waiting and 
see and hope and pray,” said Jess.

Fleet Feet Challenge

Shari Gilg (Team Jack), Lori Borer (Fleet Feet), 
Kylie Dockter (Team Jack) and Lindsey Nemetz 
(Team Jack). 

Donate in honor of Zach: 
teamjackfoundation.org/ 
meet-our-hero-zach

”Thank you Nebraska and 
all the people in it, who are 
helping all the kids like me 
fight for a cure and find it. 
Thank you.“ 

Zach Quick
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Takedown the Tumor Recap
On Sunday, November 21, over 
320 youth wrestlers from 15 states 
converged upon the University of 
Nebraska Omaha’s Sapp Fieldhouse for 
the first annual Takedown the Tumor 
Nationals youth wrestling tournament. 
Together, and thanks to many sponsors, 
spectators and donors, this first-year 
event raised over $72,000 for Team Jack 
and our cause. 

In addition to the event, wrestlers were 
also given the opportunity to fundraise 
for Team Jack to win cool prizes, 
resulting in 50 wrestlers raising $15,000 
for childhood brain cancer research!

Takedown the Tumor Nationals was the 
first wrestling event on UNO’s campus 
since 2011 when their collegiate 
program was cut.

“I’m so happy that they’re finally having 
wrestling back here. I’m really excited 
about the kids being able to compete 
where I competed,” said Georgi Ivanov, 
Executive Director of Nebraska USA 
Wrestling, Youth Coach for The Best 
Wrestler, and UNO Wrestling Alum.

This event was held in honor of 12-year-
old brain tumor fighter Kieran Akerson. 
Kieran is from Valley, Nebraska, and is a 
multiple-time state wrestling champion. 
Last December, he was diagnosed with 

brain cancer. Fortunately, Kieran was 
able to join the wrestlers and compete 
at the event, finishing second in his 
bracket. After Kieran was diagnosed, his 
parents, Josh and Marie, learned about 
the severe lack of research funding for 
childhood brain cancer and wanted 
to do something to help. With the 
help of Omaha Metra Area Wrestling 
Association (OMAWA) and Nebraska 
USA Wrestling, the Akersons were able 
to organize a successful fundraiser for 
the cause!

“When Kieran was diagnosed with 
a brain tumor, we learned how poor 
and outdated the treatment options 
for kids were. We also learned how 
underfunded research for this disease 
is. We decided we wanted to do more, 
so we combined our love for wrestling 
and the need for funding to create this 
tournament. We are overwhelmed with 
how successful this first year event was 
and grateful for all those who came out 
to support it,” stated Marie Akerson, 
Kieran’s mom and tournament organizer.

Stay tuned for details on the 2nd 
Annual Takedown the Tumor Nationals 
by visiting teamjackfoundation.org 
or following Takedown the Tumor 
Nationals page on Facebook.

Westerkamp 
Family
Bob and Kim Westerkamp and 
family are one of our longest Team 
Jack supporters, dating back to the 
Inaugural Team Jack Gala held in 
Lincoln in March of 2014. At this time 
the Westerkamp’s son, Jordan, was 
a wide receiver at the University of 
Nebraska who had befriended young 
Jack Hoffman, his family, and had 
committed to raising awareness for 
the disease affecting Jack, childhood 
brain cancer. The Westerkamps 
immediately stepped up as the 
Team Jack Gala VIP Room Sponsor 
and have remained committed to 
that sponsorship ever since. Jordan 
Westerkamp continues to support 
the Foundation through annual 
radiothon interviews and using his 
platform to help spread national 
awareness for the disease. Not 
only do the Westerkamps support 
the Foundation as Gala sponsors, 
but they are continual donors 
and auction participants. Having 
the ongoing support from the 
Westerkamps, who live in Illinois, and 
whose son has long since graduated 
and moved on from the Cornhusker 
state is a true testament to the type 
of people they are. They care deeply 
about helping us fund the cure for 
better treatments and one day a cure 
for kids with brain cancer.

A special thank you to the 
Westerkamp Family for your ongoing 
support and for helping us make an 
impact on this important cause.
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SHOP ONLINE  
FOR THE LATEST  
TEAM JACK GEAR
Help us raise awareness 
for pediatric brain cancer 
by sporting Team Jack 
swag. From sweatshirts, 
tshirts and hats, to water 
bottles and bluetooth 
speakers, there is 
something for everyone.  
Shop now at  
teamjackfoundation.org/shop.
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MAKE AN IMPACT
Visit us at teamjackfoundation.org  
to get involved.

UPCOMING EVENTS

 þ 9th Annual Team Jack Gala 
February 26, 2022

 þ Brain Cancer Awareness Month 
May 2022

 þ 10th Annual Radiothon 
September 26, 2022

 þ Childhood Cancer Awareness Month 
September 2022

S AV E TH E DAT E

TEAM JACK GALA  
TO WELCOME  
BOOMER ESIASON
The 9th Annual Team Jack Gala 
presented by Fat Brain Toys will be 
held on Saturday, February 26, 2022, at 
the Lincoln Marriott Cornhusker Hotel. 
The event will feature NFL Football 
Analyst and former NFL quarterback, 
Boomer Esiason as the keynote speaker. 
Esiason was scheduled to attend last year’s Gala which 
was postponed due to the pandemic, so we are thrilled 
he can be with us this year. 

Many families affected by childhood brain cancer will 
be in attendance as well as several special guests. It 
promises to be an evening filled with fellowship, lively 
bidding, and inspirational stories from Team Jack 
families. The Gala will begin with a social hour, private 
VIP hour, and continue with dinner and inspiring 
programming as well as silent and live auctions. 
Proceeds from the event will fund childhood brain 
cancer research.

For more information and to  
purchase your table or tickets, visit  
teamjackfoundation.org/event/gala-2022.
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