
Letter for Parents and Guardians
Team Jack is asking from help from local schools and individuals during the month of September, which is Childhood 
Cancer Awareness Month. Nebraska ranks fifth in incidences of childhood brain cancer in the country and first in 
mortality. Due to the lack of federal funding for research, private foundations like Team Jack are left to carry the torch. 
We are happy to do this, but we need all hands-on deck. 

Children can benefit from a fundraiser like this for several reasons:

• Fundamental Skills:  Fundraising teaches children and young adults how to set goals and work toward 
achieving these goals.  In addition, it teaches them fundamental skills of teamwork, creativity and communication.

• Civic Responsibility:  Doing things to help others at a young age is an important quality to develop for 
adulthood.

• Impact:  Raising funds to support a cause can help save lives not only in Nebraska but     
nationwide.

Funding laboratory and clinical research may seem like climbing a mountain and much too difficult. However, 
because someone funded research in previous years our namesake, Jack Hoffman, can receive clinical trial medicine 
to help keep his tumor at bay. In addition, a trial drug that we heavily invested in called TAK580 (now DAY101), has 
recently been purchased by a pharmaceutical with the goal of receiving fast-track approval by the FDA. This drug 
that has been developed because of laboratory research nearly a decade ago. New treatments need time to develop 
and funding as well, and we are excited that this one is helping kids now in trials but will soon be available on the 
market. 

We have made it simple for your child to ask for donations in person or with your help by sharing on social media 
platforms.

 • In-Person – Your child can use one of the messages on their fundraising envelope.
 • Online – After helping them create their online fundraising link, you can help them     
  share it with family and friends on social media, by email or text message.

Although not everyone asked will donate, they will be hearing about childhood brain cancer and the need for funding, 
which is raising awareness for the disease. It’s a win-win! 

For each fundraising level reached, kids will receive prizes compliments of our generous sponsors including our top 
prize sponsor, Applied Connective Technologies based in Albion, NE!

We are grateful for your time and consideration with this project and look forward to celebrating the successes at the 
close of the program! 

Sincerely,

Kylie

K YLIE DOCKTER • EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Kylie@TeamJackFoundation.org
PO Box 607 • 47640 E Hwy 20 Atkinson, NE 68713 • 402.925.2120
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Start a Fundraiser for Team Jack
September is National Childhood Cancer Awareness Month. At Team Jack we take 
this opportunity to teach others about the disease and raise research funds. Turn 
awareness into action this September to help Team Jack find better treatments 
and a cure for kids fighting brain cancer!  YOU can make a difference and it’s 
simple!  Here’s how:

Caleb Gulizia (Omaha, Nebr.) 
Brain Tumor Survivor

REGISTER


CREATE PAGE


FUNDRAISE


Raise $100 or more and qualify for 
#SuperDuperAwesome prizes while 
helping Team Jack fight childhood 

brain cancer!
Top Fundraiser:
1st Place:  AppleWatch

2nd Place: Nintendo Switch

All donations must be collected and reported to Team Jack by 
September 30 at 5:00 PM, CT. Prizes will be delivered or mailed out 
by November 1. Restrictions may apply. See prize page for details. 

Learn more: TeamJackFoundation.org/cure.  
 

Thank you to our September Top Prize Sponsor!

FUNDRAISE FOR PRIZES


*Donations can also be collected in cash and checks if individuals choose to ask for donations in their neighborhoods. 
Compete for awesome prizes while collecting donations for Team Jack to help fund impactful 
childhood brain cancer research.  This challenge is all month long and will end on September 
30th.

www.TeamJackFoundation.org 



Steps for Success!
Follow these steps and not only will you crush your goal, but you 
will help us crush childhood brain cancer!

www.TeamJackFoundation.org 

TeamJackFoundation.org/Cure

1 2 43 5 6

CREATE YOUR PAGE 
& SET YOUR GOAL

Start with a goal you KNOW you 
can reach--you can always increase 

your goal! To get started, visit 
teamjackfoundation.org/cure

PERSONALIZE YOUR PAGE!
Add a photo, explain why you are 
fundraising and customize your URL. The 
more info, the better!

ASK FRIENDS & FAMILY  
TO DONATE!

Directly call, text, email or visit friends and 
family members and ask them to make a 
donation to your campaign!  They can do 
this by visiting your custom link or giving 

cash/check payable to Team Jack.

SHARE YOUR PAGE!
Share your page or ask your parents 

or guardian to share your page on 
social media.   Ask those who follow 

you for support!

REACH YOUR GOAL &  
WIN PRIZES!

Reach your goal and celebrate!!  
Also, raise more $100 and win 

#SuperDuperAwesome prizes!  Your 
success is helping fund impactful 
childhood brain cancer research!

WRAP UP YOUR 
FUNDRAISER!

Total your cash and check 
donations and notify Team Jack 

by 5PM on September 30.   
Check the FAQ for more details!



www.TeamJackFoundation.org 

Frequently Asked Questions
What is a social fundraiser?
A social fundraiser is someone that wants to raise funds for a cause using their social media channels 
such as Facebook and Twitter or by email. 

Becoming a social fundraiser allows the individual to easily create a personalized donation link and share 
it with friends and family.

Do I have to use social media to fundraise for Team Jack?
No! You can use the Team Jack Fundraising envelope and collect cash or checks from donors.  Checks 
should be made payable to:  Team Jack Foundation.  We also have Venmo!  Donors can Venmo us at  
@TeamJackFoundation, be sure they add your name so we can allocate these funds to your campaign! Be 
sure to complete the outside of the packet with your name and contact information as well as the contact 
information from each of the donors. We want to be sure to properly thank the donors for their generosity.  

What do I do now that the fundraiser is over?
For Individuals:
Tally up your cash and check donation totals and email that number to us at 
info@teamjackfoundation.org. Be sure to do this no later than 5PM CT on September 30, 2021.

We will have record of the donations given online through each fundraisers link and will manually input the 
cash/checks collected by you to add them to your total raised.

Mail all of your donations to Team Jack at Team Jack Foundation, PO Box 607, Atkinson, NE 68713.  If 
you have a large amount of cash that you have obtained, please contact us before mailing to make 
arrangements.

For Schools:
Tally up your cash and check donation totals and email that number to us at 
info@teamjackfoundation.org. Be sure to note the student’s name so we can give them credit. 

We will have record of the donations given online through each student’s link and will manually input the 
cash/checks collected by each student to add them to their total raised.  A representative from Team Jack 
will visit your school to pick up the fundraising envelopes and celebrate the success of the contest! If it isn’t 
possible for a Team Jack representative visit your school, we would have you mail the packet to us. Team 
Jack will contact you for arrangements if unable to visit your school.

Once we have wrapped up everyone’s totals, we will order the prizes and get them shipped out or 
delivered as soon as possible. You can expect the prizes four to six weeks following the contest.

Where do my fundraising dollars go? 
The Team Jack Foundation has made a $5 million pledge to the University of Nebraska Medical Center 
and Childrens Hospital & Medical Center in Omaha, Nebraska.  These funds go to clinical and laboratory 
research, pain management for kids with cancer and education.  This will ensure that kids right here in 
Nebraska that are diagnosed with brain cancer, don’t have to leave home and have access to the best 
care possible.

More questions?  Contact us or visit our website to learn more!



Raise $100 or more and receive a 
FREE Runza combo meal.

Raise $250 or more and receive 
a Runza combo meal, Team Jack 
t-shirt and awareness wristband.

Raise $500 & receive a Runza 
combo meal, t-shirt, wristband 
and a custom Team Jack wireless 
speaker.

Raise $1,000 and receive a 
combo meal, t-shirt, wristband, 
speaker & a custom Team Jack 
32 oz. stainless steel water 
bottle. 

Raise $2,000 and receive a 
combo meal, t-shirt, wristband, 
speaker, water bottle, and a 
custom Team Jack backpack.

Raise $3,500 and receive 
a combo meal, t-shirt, 
wristband, speaker, water 
bottle, backpack, AND your 
choice between a pair of Apple 
AirPods or Beats headphones.

Top overall fundraiser gets a choice of an Apple Watch Series 5 and a Nintendo Switch. 
The second highest fundraiser will receive the prize not chosen by the top overall fundraiser. 
Please note: the grand prizes are not given per school or group but will be awarded to the two 
highest fundraisers nationally in the September challenge.

*Items subject to change. Please allow 4-6 weeks for prizes to be 
awarded.

$100

$250

$500

$1,000

$2,000

$3,500

GRAND PRIZES
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Prize Levels Sponsored by



Raising research funds for childhood brain cancer is important because kids deserve treatments 
that work and don’t leave them with terrible side effects for the rest of their lives.

P.O. Box 607  

Atkinson, NE 68713  

402.925.2120

www.TeamJackFoundation.org 

Why Fundraise for Team Jack?

30%
4,600

kids

Fundraising Guide

Remembering Cole

of the kids that get brain cancer 
will die from the disease. Those that 
survive suffer from the effects of the 
disease and the treatments forever.

Government funding for the disease 
is almost non-existent mainly 
because childhood brain cancer only 
affects 4,600 kids each year so it is 
considered a rare disease. 

Cole was just 15 months old when he was diagnosed with Anaplastic Ependymoma. Until after 
his 1st birthday, you never would have known anything was wrong. He was so happy all the time. 
Then in June of 2010, he became inconsolable. We brought him to his doctor’s office eight times along 
with two Emergency Room visits trying to figure out what was wrong. Finally, in July of 2010, we saw a 
doctor that recognized his symptoms and ordered a CT scan of his brain and we found out that our little 
boy had brain cancer.

His first brain surgery took 9 hours at Children’s Hospital in Omaha. He was put in a medically induced 
coma for him to heal and we were inpatient at Children’s for a month. When he woke up, he couldn’t 
talk or eat on his own and he had a tracheotomy so his airway was protected. He went through 
35 radiation treatments with anesthesia and then a long stint at Madonna in the Alexis Verzal 
Pediatric Hospital for inpatient therapy. Cole had physical therapy, occupational therapy, 
speech/eating therapy and nursing care. We were discharged in November and continued 
outpatient therapy while at home.

Cole handled all of this not knowing any differently. He thought this was normal 
life. He loved to play ball with his cousins and uncles and spend time with his 
family. He loved to watch SpongeBob and The Freshbeat Band and he loved to 
laugh and make others laugh.
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A year later, the tumor was back. Because of the location of the tumor, we were referred to Le Bonheur and St. Jude’s in Memphis 
TN. Cole proceeded to have two more brain surgeries, 35 more radiation treatments, chemotherapy treatments and hours of physical 
therapy at St. Jude’s, in Omaha and Madonna. And the tumor came back again. 

In July of 2012, we were told there were no other treatment options for Cole. We took Cole home and spent as much time together 
with family and friends as possible. We were able to take a Make A Wish trip to Disney World and made wonderful memories 
together as a family. 

We were blessed that Cole was at an age where he really had no idea what was going on. About 2 months before he passed away, I 
was rocking him and he looked at me and said, “Mom? I’m so happy!”. He was a light in the world and we are forever blessed to have 
been able to call him our son. He was 3 ½ years old when he passed away on December 18, 2012.

While Cole was nearing the end of his battle with cancer, Jack Hoffman was just starting his. We were welcomed into the Team Jack 
family by Andy and Bri as the organization was starting out. We have made wonderful friends and received amazing support from 
this group and we are in awe of all it has accomplished so far. Please consider making a donation in memory of children like Cole and 
many others or in honor of all the kids battling right now. No family should have to lose their child to cancer.

Cole was just 
15 months old 
when he was 
diagnosed with 
Anaplastic 
Ependymoma.

- Amy & Chris Christensen, Cole’s Parents

About Team Jack
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$5 million additional 
committed to UNMC and 
Children’s Hospital.

POWER 5

$8.375 million 
committed to 
national and local 
research, funding 
9 projects.



Children are being left behind during an age of new 
breakthrough treatments.  We are working to change this.

www.TeamJackFoundation.org 

0 95% 6.5 #5
Number of FDA-approved 

drugs for children with 
brain cancer in the  

past 20 years. 

In the last 20 years, there 
has been approximately 

125 new drugs approved to 
treat adults with cancer.

Percent of children who 
survive cancer that will 

have a significant health 
condition by age 45 as a 
direct result of toxicities 

from their treatment.

Number of years it takes 
for cancer drugs approved 
by the FDA to go from the 

first clinical trial in adults to 
the first trial in children.

Nationally, Nebraska has 
the 5th highest incidence 
rate per capita, and even 
more alarming is that we 

have the highest mortality 
rate in the United States.

Brain Cancer Facts



Thank you to our  
campaign sponsors!

The Home Agency
The Home Agency provides insurance for all seasons of life. Jim and Sharri 
Baldonado and Family have been long time supporters of the Team Jack 

Foundation. The Home Agency based in Elwood, NE. Jim took over the agency 
in 1986 and today has grown it to over 30 agents in four states. The Home 

Agency is a full service independent insurance agency. A special thank you to 
this family and The Home Agency for your continued support.  Learn more 
at thehomeagency.com.  

Applied Connective Technologies
Applied Connective Technologies is a progressive technology group with 
big-time capabilities. They love what they do and strive every day to 
be the best at it. Their team is made up of motivators, innovators, and 
problem-solvers who specialize in bringing you cutting-edge solutions 
to simplify, unify, and amplify your technology experience. Because they 
believe technology should complement, not complicate, your business. 
They are one team for all your technology solutions. Applied Connective 
has been a supporter of Team Jack since 2013 and we are proud to have 
them by our side.  Learn more at appliedconnective.com.

 
    Knock-Out Specialties       Runza National, Inc. 
        knockoutspecialties.com                           runza.com
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Donor Recording Sheet
Donor Name Donor Address or Email Amount


