
Cancer drug development has 
improved in recent years, yet the 
timeline for new drugs for children 
lags significantly behind those for 
adults with cancer. Children are 
not adults and we must find better 
treatments that are geared toward 
children. The Team Jack Foundation 
is dedicated to doing just that.

In 2017, the Team Jack Foundation 
joined other national non-profits 
to fund basic/translational science 
and subsequently the clinical trial 
phases of a project entitled TAK580 
lead by Principal Investigator, Dr. 
Karen Wright, at Dana-Farber 
Cancer Institute in Boston, MA.  
This promising therapy is an oral 
treatment taken once-a-week for 
children battling relapsed glioma 
brain tumors. To date, the Team 
Jack Foundation has committed a 
combined $800,000 for this clinical 
trial (along with MEK162) at Dana-
Farber Cancer Institute.

Recently, a new pharmaceutical 
company was launched called 
DayOne Biopharmaceuticals, whose 
focus is to bring new treatments 
to market that benefit all ages, 
including children, fighting cancer.  
Recognizing that new treatments can 

benefit both children and adults with 
cancer, DayOne prioritizes programs 
that can be accelerated to market for 
both younger and older patients.

On May 21, DayOne announced that 
they had acquired TAK580 (now 
called DAY101), and it will be their 
top priority. DayOne is developing 
DAY101 as a targeted treatment 
for children with brain cancer and is 
working to bring this new therapy to 
market worldwide.

The clinical trial has studied the 
drug’s efficacy and has leveraged 
a novel blood test to detect tumor 
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cell DNA, allowing the team to profile 
tumors for future targeted therapies 
and monitor response without the need 
for surgery, transforming care.

   The drug has been tested in more than 
250 patients, both adults and children, 
as it is currently in an investigator-
sponsored trial testing it in children with 
relapsed gliomas. DayOne will unveil 
safety and efficacy data this year and 
next year.

In addition to the Team Jack Foundation, 
the development and progress of 
DAY101 was also funded by: Pediatric 
Brain Tumor Foundation, Thea’s Star of 
Hope, and Why Not Me?.

Virtual Team Jack Trifecta with Rex 
Burkhead Proves Successful

The Team Jack Trifecta, presented by 
Atmos Energy, wrapped up on July 18th 
after a week of virtual events. Nearly 
$60,000 was raised for childhood brain 
cancer through this 4th annual event 
organized by New England Patriots 
running back, Rex Burkhead, and his 
family and friends. 

“We were excited to have not just 
my hometown or the state of Texas 
involved, but really just the whole 
country,” Rex Burkhead said. “We 
had people participating from all over, 
Nebraska, California, Florida, and many 
other states. That was really neat that 
we could stretch out and really reach 
out to anyone.” 

“Pediatric brain cancer, it’s still not 
heavily funded. It’s a rare disease,” 
Burkhead said. “A lot of these treatment 
options are over 30 years old.”

This year’s event was originally 
scheduled to be held in late March but 
was postponed at the beginning of the 
Covid-19 pandemic. Moving the event 
virtually was not an easy decision, but 
it proved to be the correct one based on 
the level of interest. Overall, 230 people 
from 10 states, participated in one or 
more of the three events offered. 

In addition to the 5k fun run/walk, 
football camp and free throw 
contest, there was also an online 
silent auction. The items ranged from 

autographed sports memorabilia to 
Beats headphones and Pampered Chef 
kitchen products. The online bidding 
was active, and the auction was a 
successful part of the Trifecta event.

Stay tuned for information regarding the 
2021 Team Jack Trifecta. 

Low-grade gliomas are the most common brain tumor 
in children, accounting for 20% of all pediatric cancers. 
Surgical removal is the main 
treatment, but gliomas 
because of their location are 
difficult to be completely 
surgically resected and thus 
require drug therapy. It is 
now known that almost all 
childhood low-grade gliomas 
re caused by mutations in a 
molecular growth pathway 
called Ras-Raf.

Silas Wilson, 4-Year Trifecta Participant from 
Flower Mound, TX.

To learn more about Team Jack funded research,  
visit teamjackfoundation.org/research
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How did two 12-year-old best friends 
from a town of less than 1,200 people 
raise nearly $6,000 for Team Jack? Let 
us introduce you to Cameron Waldo and 
Creighton Lynch, from Alma, Nebraska, 
who combined their determination, hard 
work and good old-fashioned pavement 
pounding to make quite a mark at Rex 
Burkhead’s 4th Annual Trifecta event.

Creighton and Cameron have known 
each other since their early days at 
Under the Umbrella Daycare in their 
small town. Since that time, the 6th 
graders have been best friends. They 
play every sport together, swim on the 
same relay teams on swim team, and 
ride their bikes all over town.  

Creighton’s dad Jeff said, “They push 
each other to be better in everything 
they do! They are ultra-competitive 
young men.”

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, instead 
of taking place in Plano, Texas like the 
three previous years, Rex Burkhead’s 
Trifecta became a virtual event. This 
allowed kids from all over the country 
the opportunity to participate. This 
three-sport event featured a 5K Run/
Walk, a football camp, and a free 
throw contest, all conducted virtually. 
Creighton signed up for the 5K and the 
free throw challenge. Cameron also did 
the free throw contest and the football 
camp. Both competitors fared well in 
their events. Creighton won his division 
of the 5K with a time of 32:54. Cameron 
placed second in the free throw contest.

In addition, both boys put their 
competitive spirit to good use and 
signed up to become social fundraisers 
for Team Jack. They each set a personal 
fundraising goal: Cameron’s was $500, 
and Creighton’s was $1,000. With 
the help of their parent’s social media 
accounts and emails to family and 

friends, the boys quickly realized they 
needed to raise those goals as they 
surpassed them within the first 24 
hours! As their donation totals started 
to rise, they even went door to door in 
their community and personally visited 
with residents telling them about their 
involvement in the Trifecta and the 
mission of Team Jack. They received 
donations from 172 individuals and 
businesses. Cameron raised $2,814.99 
and Creighton’s total was $2,940.65.

“It feels so awesome to raise money for 
such a great cause! I know first-hand 
how hard cancer is and I want to do 
whatever I can to help others,” said 
Cameron.

Both families have been touched 
personally by cancer and understand 
how devastating it is. Creighton’s 
grandfather Bill was diagnosed with a 
glioblastoma brain tumor in 2006. He 
passed away from the disease in 2011 
when Creighton was just two years old.

“Both of my grandpas had cancer 
and after losing one of them to brain 
cancer, it is important to me to do what 
I can so more research can be done,” 
Creighton said. “I am a huge Creighton 
Bluejays basketball fan and was also 
inspired by the annual pink-out game 
they have to raise money for cancer in 
Omaha. Having their Head Coach Greg 
McDermott donate to my fundraiser 
was pretty cool!”

These enterprising young men took the 
initiative to make a difference not only 
in their community, but beyond.

Team Jack Executive Director Kylie 
Dockter said, “Team Jack Foundation 
was inspired by their ambition – and the 
money they raised will have a positive 
impact on our effort to fund research for 
pediatric brain cancer.”

These two small town best friends 
are an example of the generous spirit 
Nebraskans are known for. Not only did 
they excel in their Trifecta athletic events, 
but they teamed up to be superstar 
fundraisers with hearts of gold.  Who 
wouldn’t want a best friend like that?

Small Town Superstar 
Fundraisers
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7th Annual Team Jack 
Gala with Speaker  
Amy Robach of ABC
The Team Jack Foundation 6th Annual Gala Presented  
By Fat Brain Toys Raises $460,000 For Research

At Lincoln’s Marriott Cornhusker Hotel 
this past February, 700 guests came 
together at the 7th Annual Team Jack 
Foundation Gala and raised nearly 
$460,000 for pediatric brain cancer 
research. The event, presented by 
Elkhorn, Nebraska business, Fat Brain 
Toys, also provides the bulk of the 
volunteers for the evening. 

Amy Robach of ABC News’ 20/20 
and Good Morning America delivered 
the keynote. She shared her journey 
with breast cancer. She was deciding 
whether to do an on-air mammogram 
to promote October as National Breast 
Cancer Awareness Month. Robyn 
Roberts told her that she might save 
a life. She went ahead and did the 
mammogram and it ended up being 
her own life that she saved, as she 
learned of her breast cancer diagnosis 
as a result of the mammogram. Robach 
quoted a famous Charlie Brown 
cartoon, “We only live once, Snoopy”, 
said Charlie Brown, to which Snoopy 
answered, “Wrong! We only die once. 
We live every day!”

Of those in attendance were over 20 
families that have been affected by 
the disease, two of whom shared their 
stories with the crowd. The first family 
was the Bill and Jodi Simants family 
of North Platte, NE. The Simants’ 11-
year old son, Grady, was the Spotlight 
Story sponsored by The Home Agency 
and the Jim and Sharri Baldonado 
family. Grady was diagnosed in 2015, 

underwent surgery, received treatment 
and then was considered cancer free 
until September of 2018 his cancer 
returned. After traveling to St. Jude’s in 
Memphis, Tennessee countless times, 
they are now able to receive treatment 
in Omaha. “St. Jude’s is amazing, but 
we want to be close to home, where 
our support system is, to fight this fight,” 
said Jodi Simants.

The Brent and Kathryn Gehring family 
was the second family that shared 
their story. Their daughter, Emma, was 
diagnosed at age seven months and is 
now eight years old and still battling. 
Late in 2019, after several months on 
a new trial drug called TAK580, which 
was funded by Team Jack, Emma took 
a terrible turn which had her fighting 
for her life. Brent Gehring explained, 

“the tumor was dying, because of 
TAK580. The problem with medicine 
and the reason we can’t give up and 
we can’t quit is the tumor was dying 
too fast. And because it was shrinking 
too fast, it was bleeding which caused 
the seizures.” Remarkably, Emma has 
regained her ability to sit up and to talk. 

The stories of families such as the 
Gehrings and the Simants are why 
the Team Jack Foundation continues 
to work to fund groundbreaking 
research and raise awareness the for 
the disease, the leading childhood 
cancer cause of death.

Kathryn and Brent Gehring

Amy Robach

To read more about the annual event,  
visit teamjackfoundation.org/gala2021
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The Teammate of the 
Year Award presented 
by NCR was given 
to Cody Thomas 
for his outstanding 
volunteer efforts in 
producing the Team 
Jack Radiothon 
since 2013. He 
has helped the 
Foundation raise 
over $540,000 
and immeasurable 
amounts of 
awareness through 
the annual radiothon 
held each September.

About Team Jack Foundation
In seven years of the annual Team Jack Gala, nearly $3 
million has been raised for research. With these funds 
and the others raised since 2013, the Team Jack 
Foundation has funded impactful 
national research with an 
additional focus to build a Brain 
Tumor program in Omaha, NE. 
The purpose of this program is to 
give regional children with brain 
cancer, like Grady and Emma, 
access to the best care 
possible yet remain 
close  
to home.

Bill and Jodi Simants and their sons, Grady and Koby

Emceed by Nebraska native and NBC NASCAR announcer,  
Rick Allen, for the third straight year.
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Team Jack to Fund 
Medulloblastoma 
Research at UNMC 
Omaha

The Team Jack 
Foundation is proud 
to announce a three-
year commitment 
to fund a $330,000 
medulloblastoma 
research project. The 
project is led by Dr. 
Sidharth Mahapatra 
at the University of 
Nebraska Medical 
Center in Omaha, Nebraska and will focus on high-risk 
medulloblastoma, grades three and four. 

“Engaging and treating these patients has become a bit 
of a passion for me because I find them to be the most 
fragile of patients that I’ve taken care of,” stated Dr. 
Mahapatra. “Team Jack now is taking the lead in helping 
support me for the next few years, in a very critical time, 
wherein I have discovered certain promising targets and 
now I need the funding and support to see that through 
to the next stage,” Mahapatra continued. 

While medulloblastoma is rare, it is the most common 
malignant childhood brain tumor, accounting for 
approximately 20%. Medulloblastomas are also 
the tumor type that claim the most lives. Within 
medulloblastoma, there are four sub-types, grades 
one through four. Grades one and two have been 
researched significantly and as a result have a high cure 
rate. Dr. Mahapatra’s study focuses on grades three 
and four, the two grades that are much less studied and 
have a much lower cure rate. 

If Dr. Mahapatra’s project is successful, it will lead to 
new therapies and possibly prevention for children 
susceptible to medulloblastoma tumor formation. 

Dr. Sidarth Mhapatra 
University of Nebraska Medical 
Center, Omaha

CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL & 
MEDICAL CENTER HIRES 
MUSIC THERAPIST WITH 
TEAM JACK GRANT

One of the areas funded 
through the Team Jack Power5 
Pediatric Brain Tumor Initiative 
focuses on pain management 
for these young cancer patients. 
In 2019, Dr. Meaghann Weaver, 
Chief of Pediatric Palliative 
Care, Pediatric Oncology for 
Children’s Hospital & Medical 
Center and The Nebraska 
Medical Center, submitted a 
grant request for RHYTHM 
Therapy (Rehabilitating & 

Healing Youth Through Music Therapy). Music therapy 
is considered a safe, well-accepted, implementable 
intervention in pediatric care to improve symptoms 
and benefit quality of life through benefit to nausea, 
sleep, pain, deconditioning, seizures, and mood. With 
meaningful research supporting this program, Team 
Jack awarded this grant, beginning with a $49,000 
commitment in 2020.

The RHYTHM Program has now hired a full-time Board-
Certified Music Therapist in the care setting at Children’s 
Hospital for outpatient, inpatient, and peri-operative 
music therapy interventions. Caleb Hastings began 
his role on August 31.  “Music therapy is a side effect-
free and individualized medium that accommodates 
every child’s strengths and interests while moving 
toward their health and wellness goals, “ said Hastings. 
According to the American Music Therapy Association, 
there are over 6,000 credentialed music therapists 
practicing in the US, using the healing influence of music 
as part of patient’s treatment plans. Team Jack is proud 
to be a partner in this innovative program in Omaha.

The Team Jack’s POWER5 Pain Management program is 
sponsored by the Kenneth & Verna Mae Jessen Trust.

A special thank you to our POWER5 Pediatric Brain 
Tumor Sponsors:

Kenneth & Verna Mae Jessen Trust  |  Heistand-Bro 
Family Foundation Trust  |  Marilyn Gokie Memorial 
Fund  |  Blue Cross Blue Shield of Nebraska  |  Nebraska 
Football Road Race  |  Farmers Mutual of Nebraska

Dr. Meaghann Weaver

To learn more about Team Jack funded 
research, visit teamjackfoundation.org/
research
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In 2011, a then five-year-old Jack 
Hoffman was diagnosed with brain 
cancer. As a result, his family started 
the Team Jack Foundation to raise funds 
for research that was so badly needed 
to develop better, kinder, and more 
effective treatments. On Sunday, July 
19, 2020, after years of advocating for 
child brain cancer research and raising 
awareness for the disease, Team Jack’s 
co-founder, Andy Hoffman, suffered a 
medical event, and later learned he had 
a massive brain tumor.

Andy’s tumor is a glioblastoma 
multiforme (or GBM). GBMs are 
generally aggressive tumors that 
can be difficult to remove surgically 
because of the finger-like way they 
spread throughout healthy brain tissue. 
Following Andy’s GBM diagnosis, the 
Hoffman family remained in Rochester 
to await the results of further tumor 
analysis that would determine what 

genetic markers might be present 
in Andy’s tumor. Like other centers 
of excellence, Mayo Clinic analyzes 
the genetic make-up of tumors to 
determine the most effective types of 
radiation and chemotherapy that can 
be used to treat each patient. Andy 
and Bri are very familiar with the 
importance of these gene-specific 
therapies as, under their leadership, 
the Team Jack Foundation has funded 
numerous research projects and 
clinical trials aimed at improving gene-
specific therapies to treat pediatric 
brain cancer.

Andy recently completed six weeks of 
radiation and chemotherapy at Mayo 
Clinic, where there is access to world-
class radiation technology. Andy’s 
physicians do not believe that Jack’s 
tumor was “inherited” or “passed down” 
through Andy’s genetics.

Andy’s diagnosis was met with an 
incredible outpouring of support which 
led to the creation of this special officially 
collegiate licensed Husker T-shirt, ‘Twice 
the Fight’. The design and initial funding 
of the shirts was contributed by Mark 
& Karen Carson, co-founders of Fat 
Brain Toys and long-time Team Jack 
supporters. “His first mission was to 
sell t-shirts,” Karen Carson said. “When 
this came down, we thought, it’s only 
fitting to champion a cause on Andy’s 
behalf.” Andy and Bri Hoffman have 
given the past eight years of the lives to 
the fight against the exact thing that has 
now inflicted him. “Show the support,” 
Carson said. “If it was my child, my 
grandchild, niece, nephew, family 
member that was battling brain cancer. 
Andy Hoffman and Bri would be the 
first people I’d call.” 

You can purchase your Twice the Fight 
T-shirt on the Team Jack website.

Twice the Fight for the Hoffman 
Family: #huddle4hoffmans
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September Childhood 
Cancer Awareness Month
September was Childhood Cancer Awareness 
Month, a time to recognize the children and 
families affected by childhood cancers and 
to emphasize the importance of supporting 
research on these devastating conditions.  
At Team Jack, we are committed to continuing 
to fund impactful research on pediatric brain 
cancer to improve treatment options and 
ultimately find a cure. 

Lamya Luckey, Cairo, Nebraska, Brain Cancer Survivor.

Fleet Feet Miles for 
Team Jack September 
Challenge
Fleet Feet is a local, family owned and operated store that is part of a network 
of specialty running, walking, and fitness stores across the country. Fleet 
Feet Lincoln & Omaha owner Lori Borer was so touched by the story of Andy 
Hoffman’s recent diagnosis of a glioblastoma that she contacted Team Jack to 
sponsor a fundraiser for their running community. She wanted to ensure 100% 
of the proceeds would go back to Team Jack. The Miles for Team Jack Challenge 
was born.

Participants registered for either the 50 Mile or 100 Mile challenge. It took place 
from September 1 – September 30, 2020. Fleet Feet separated participants into four 
teams. The teams were designed to band together members of the challenge to 
keep everyone motivated and encourage a little friendly competition.

We are humbled by the support of Fleet Feet and the running community. With over 
1,000 participants, Fleet Feet tripled their original goal raising over $30,000 total for 
the Team Jack Foundation. What a success!

map-marker-alt   Fleet Feet Lincoln 
7701 Pioneers Blvd STE 2 
Lincoln, NE 68506 

map-marker-alt   Fleet Feet Omaha 
17660 Wright St. STE 17 
Omaha, NE 68130

Kalan Dahir, Lori Borer, both from Fleet Feet,  
Kylie Dockter, Shari Gilg and Lindsey Nemetz from TJF
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Set Up a Facebook Fundraiser
1. From your PC, click Fundraisers in the left Explore menu of your News Feed. From 

the mobile app, click the three lines in the lower right-hand corner, and scroll to find 
Fundraisers. You may need to select See More if you do not see it in the first list.

2. Click + Raise Money.

3. Select Nonprofit.

4. Select Team Jack and fill in the fundraiser details. You can set how long to run it.

5. Click Create.

6. Invite Friends. This way, they will receive a notification on your Fundraiser and won’t 
scroll past it and miss it!

7. Provide updates in your Fundraiser throughout the month, which may prompt 
friends that haven’t donated to participate!

Choose Donate in Your Instagram Story
1. In your Instagram app, open the camera and take or upload a photo or video that 

best highlights Team Jack.

2. Tap the sticker icon.

3. Select the donation sticker from the tray.

4. Select Team Jack Foundation as your nonprofit organization.

5. Customize your fundraiser using Stories creative tools as you wish.

6. Tap Send to.

7. The fundraiser will last for 24 hours on one story unless you add the story to your 
profile as a highlight.  

Set Up Fundraising Page at TeamJackFoundation.org
1. Go to the Get Involved page and select Social Fundraising. 

2. Click “Create your Fundraising Page”.

3. Create your account.

4. Click where noted to input the email you 
signed up with.

5. Check your email and click the reset 
password link.

6. Create your username and password.

7. Share your unique link on your social media 
and invite your friends to donate.

Be a Social Ambassador  
for Team Jack Anytime!

The Team Jack Foundation 
kicked off a weekly web 
series called Team Jack LIVE! 
in response to the COVID-19 
pandemic in April 2020. The 
first episode was hosted by 
Andy Hoffman, and featured 
Rex Burkhead and Jack 
Hoffman. Viewers were able 
to ask questions before and 
during the show. Beginning 
with the second episode, the 
series was hosted by Jeremiah 
Sirles, former Husker and 
recently retired NFL offensive 
lineman. It featured live 
conversations with Coach Bo 
Pelini, Larry the Cable Guy, Eric 
Crouch, Alex Gordon, Jordan 
Larson and Scott Stallings. 
Each episode had personal 
insight into the guests lives and 
to how they were managing 
during quarantine. The series 
concluded in early June, but 
due to the popularity may 
come back next year with new 
interviews. Stay tuned!

A special thank you to 
Jeremiah Sirles for hosting 
Team Jack LIVE! week after 
week and continuing to help 
Team Jack spread awareness 
for childhood brain cancer 
research.

LIVE!
T EAM JACK

W EB SERIESEven as we face a pandemic, families are still receiving the devastating 
diagnosis of childhood brain cancer. We need your help now more than ever. 
You can use your own network of friends and family to help raise awareness 
and money for Team Jack Foundation. Here are three ways to join the effort:

Olive Quam asked for donations to Team 
Jack in lieu of birthday gifts in 2019.
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Farmers Mutual 
Deepens 
Partnership 
with Team Jack
Farmers Mutual of Nebraska is an 
important supporter of the Team Jack 
Foundation, tracing back to 2014. What began 
as a Gala sponsorship has now strengthened 
into a 5-year commitment for Team Jack’s Power5 Pediatric Brain Tumor 
Initiative with the University of Nebraska Medical Center and Children’s 
Hospital in Omaha. 

The Power5 program will continue to fund vital laboratory and clinical 
research, as well as education and pain management initiatives. 
Deepening support for the Foundation was made possible under the 
guidance of Farmers Mutual’s Chairman, President and Chief Executive 
Officer, Mark T. Walz. Mark and his team’s commitment to the fight against 
childhood brain cancer has been unwavering. 

“Farmers Mutual’s sponsorship will significantly help move Power5 
forward,” explained Team Jack’s Executive Director, Kylie Dockter. “We 
are fortunate to have the opportunity to collaborate with Farmers Mutual, 
as our organizations similarly align in bringing peace of mind to the 
individuals and families we serve.” 

Mark shared, “We stand behind Team Jack and the importance of their 
work. As a longtime, principled ally, we’ve had a front-row seat to watch 
the Foundation’s growth and momentum gain traction in helping find a 
cure for pediatric brain cancer.”

Much like Team Jack’s grassroots beginnings, Farmers Mutual began as 
22 Nebraska farmers coming together in 1891 to insure one another’s 
farms. Since then, they have become one of the most successful and well-
respected mutual insurance companies in the Midwest. With their mission 
and core values founded on integrity and service, they believe in keeping 
insurance local and giving back to the communities they call “home.”

ANNOUNCING 
SHARI GILG, 
COMMUNITY 
RELATIONS 
DIRECTOR
The Team Jack Foundation is thrilled 
to announce the addition of a new 
staff member. Shari Gilg, Community 
Relations Director, joined Team 
Jack in June 2020 to help expand 
the Foundation’s footprint in the 
Omaha area. Shari brings over 30 
years of business management, 
event planning and marketing 
experience. She was most recently 
the Advancement Events Director at 
Marian High School in Omaha, where 
she helped raise over $4,000,000 with 
her events during her 10-year tenure. 
Shari earned her bachelor’s degree 
in Journalism from the University of 
Nebraska–Lincoln in 1987. 

“We are so blessed to have Shari 
as part of our team. Her personality, 
experience, and passion for helping 
kids will be a tremendous asset for our 
Foundation,” said Kylie Dockter, Team 
Jack Foundation’s Executive Director.

Shari and her husband, Tim, live in 
Elkhorn, Nebraska and have two 
adult children: Sara Frantz and her 
husband Mitch, and son Ben. They 
are avid Nebraska football fans and 
enjoy traveling and spending time 
with family.

To learn more, visit www.fmne.com

Mark Walz

Left to right: Ben, Tim, Mitch Frantz (son-
in-law), Sara Frantz. Shari Gilg in front.

SPONSOR HIGHLIGHT
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Credit Unions Kids at Heart, a 
collaborative charitable organization 
of the credit union community based 
in Boston, MA, and the Team Jack 
Foundation have teamed up in the 
fight against pediatric brain cancer. 
CU Kids at Heart’s mission is simple: 
they are dedicated to helping children 
lead healthy and happy lives. The 
organization and its supporters are 
committed to funding research activities 
aimed at the prevention, treatment, 
and/or cure of pediatric neurological 
diseases, including pediatric brain 
cancer. They work closely with the 
medical investigators at Boston 
Children’s Hospital, Beth Israel 
Deaconess Medical Center, and their 
research affiliates, to provide financial 
stability to the often-underfunded 
research areas.

About the Credit Unions Kids at Heart 
effort, Rex Burkhead, New England 
Patriots running back and Team Jack 
Foundation Board Member stated, “It is 
an honor to be partnering with Credit 
Unions Kids at Heart to further the 
mission of the Team Jack Foundation,  
a cause that is so dear to my heart. 
Their donation will have a direct impact 
on pediatric brain cancer right here in 
Boston. By not only providing dollars, 
but also increasing awareness of the 
disease, they are helping make pediatric 
brain cancer a national priority. These 
kids need our support, and I am excited 
to continue to help both organizations 
tackle this horrific disease.”

For the 2020-2021 football regular 
season, for every first down the New 
England Patriots make, on the ground or 
in the air, CU Kids at Heart will donate—
up to $40,000 total—to the Team Jack 
Foundation. The “First Downs to Fight 

Pediatric Brain Cancer” initiative will 
raise awareness for pediatric brain 
cancer and will help fund promising 
clinical trials that will lead to more 
effective and safer treatments for 
children. Credit Unions Kids at Heart 
has directed funds to the Team Jack 
Foundation through the “First Downs to 
Fight Pediatric Brain Cancer” initiative 
since the 2018-2019 NFL Season. 

This initiative is supported by: Digital 
Federal Credit Union, Granite State 
Credit Union, Hanscom Federal 
Credit Union, Jeanne D’Arc Credit 
Union, Merrimack Valley Credit Union, 
Rockland Federal Credit Union, RTN 
Federal Credit Union, Service Credit 
Union, St. Anne’s Credit Union of Fall 
River, and Vertifi Software.

CREDIT UNIONS KIDS AT HEART 
AND ”FIRST DOWNS TO FIGHT 
PEDIATRIC BRAIN CANCER“

“It is an honor to be partnering with Credit Unions 
Kids at Heart to further the mission of The Team Jack 
Foundation, a cause that is so dear to my heart. Their 
donation will have a direct impact on pediatric brain 
cancer right here in Boston. By not only providing 
dollars, but also increasing awareness of the disease, 
they are helping make pediatric brain cancer a 
national priority. These kids need our support, and 
I am excited to help both organizations tackle this 
horrific disease.”  

REX BURKHEAD, NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS & TEAM JACK 
FOUNDATION BOARD MEMBER
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H ERO’S CORNER

NATE 
WAGGONER

Nate was such an active 
kid. He loved being outside, 
played many sports, and 
spent most of his free time 
fishing at the family cabin 
along the Missouri river.

On May 8th, 2008 at 15 years old, after 
complaining of “funny head pains”, an 
MRI confirmed Nate had a Diffused 
Intrinsic Pontine Glioma (DIPG). This is a 
non-operative tumor in the brain stem.

DIPG being a rare brain tumor, not 
many options were available. Nate 
started six weeks of radiation and also 

Donate today in honor of Nate:  
teamjackfoundation.org/hero/nate

DIPG Facts
 þ Diffuse intrinsic pontine glioma 
(DIPG) is a brain tumor found in a 
part of the brain stem called the 
pons. The pons controls essential 
bodily functions such as heartbeat, 
breathing, swallowing, eye 
movement, eyesight, and balance.

 þ  DIPG affects children almost 
exclusively, The median age 
of patients with DIPG is 
approximately 6-7 years old.

 þ  DIPG is the leading cause of death 
from pediatric brain cancer.

 þ Less than 1% of children diagnosed 
with DIPG survive 5 years.

 þ Approximately 150-300 patients 
are diagnosed with DIPG in the USA 
per year.

 þ While research over the last 
ten years has helped improve 
treatment for DIPG patients, 
and somewhat increased life 
expectancy, the prognosis is 
still not good–with the median 
survival range being from 8-11 
months1.

The Team Jack Foundation has 
committed $475,000 to DIPG 
research at both Memorial Sloan 
Kettering Cancer Center & Ann & 
Robert H. Lurie Children’s Hospital 
of Chicago, to discover new 
treatments for kids battling DIPG.

took a chemo pill. The tumor did shrink, 
relieving his symptoms. This lasted 
for about five months, then balance 
issue started to show up. On October 
31, 2008 a port was put in and a new 
chemo was started. Periodic rounds 
of steroids were also given. The new 
chemo routine helped Nate live pretty 
much symptom free for the next 10 
months. He even obtained his driver 
license on his 16th birthday. Later 
that fall, symptoms returned and at 
an alarming pace. Without any other 
chemo options, the next step was a 
clinical trial in Chicago. After eight 
weeks the clinical trial was stopped. 
Nate passed away five weeks later, on 
March 19, 2010. He fought a long and 
hard battle for 22 months.

“He is such a 
fighter and he just 
fought. He was 
always smiling.”

— Monica Waggoner, Nathan’s mom.

Monica and her family have played a 
vital role in the fight against pediatric 
brain cancer. Annually, Monica hosts 
a Neon Night for Nate and in the 
past a Color Out Cancer 5k in Elkhorn, 
NE to raise funds for the Team Jack 
Foundation and keep Nathan’s memory 
alive. To date, Monica and her family 
have raised $72,000 for the Team Jack 
Foundation to support their mission of 
funding pediatric brain cancer research. 

The Team Jack Foundation is forever 
grateful for Monica and her family’s 
support and will continue to fight 
alongside her to defeat the bully that 
took her son. #ForeverNate
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On Thursday, August 27, 2020, approximately $112,000 
was raised for child brain cancer research at the Team 
Jack Foundation’s 8th Annual State-wide Radiothon. The 
day-long event was presented by The Home Agency, 
based in Elwood, Nebraska, and was aired on over 25 
stations throughout Nebraska and beyond.

The Radiothon is a special event broadcasting stories of 
families affected by child brain cancer as well as those of 
popular figures like Rex Burkhead, Tom Osborn, Boomer 
Esiason, Dick Vitale, Eric Crouch, Kenny Bell, Jeremiah Sirles 
and many more. The objective of the Radiothon is to not only 
raise research funds for child brain cancer, but to also raise 
awareness for the disease and the need for research funding.

This year’s Radiothon was hosted by The Home Agency in 
Elwood, Nebraska, population 690. 

New this year was the addition of a $25,000 raffle, sponsored 
by Jim & Sharri Baldonado and The Home Agency. It was 
announced during the Radiothon, but ticket sales are 
continuing today. There are less than 50 tickets left. You can 
purchase a raffle ticket for $1,000 for a chance to win the 
$25,000 prize. The winner will be announced as soon as all 
100 tickets are sold.  

Another big part of the success of Radiothon each year is 
radio host Kevin Thomas. This year, with the coronavirus 
consideration, Kevin spent time virtually connecting with 
all the families that were to be interviewed instead of 
meeting with them in person. He kept a busy schedule to 
accommodate those families and provide the flexibility 
to do it when it worked best for them. He produced those 
pieces, as well as our celebrity interviews, and created a 
great deal of content for the programming. Thanks to Kevin 
for his investment of time and energy to make sure the 
Radiothon is a continued success.

Over $112,000 and 
Counting Raised at 
the 2020 Team Jack 
Radiothon Presented 
by The Home Agency
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NOW 
AVAILABLE 
FOR 
PREORDER!

Yards After 
Contact
Team Jack: Scoring 
A Touchdown 
Against Childhood 
Brain Cancer

Written by Andrew Hoffman
Foreword by Rex Burkhead

DJ’s Dugout in Omaha 
Continues to Raise Funds  
and Awareness for Team Jack
Dating back to the 2016 Nebraska Football season, DJ’s Dugout has been 
helping the Team Jack Foundation raise awareness and research funds for child 
brain cancer for now five years, raising over $50,000 for Team Jack. The cause is 
special to DJ’s Dugout owner, Darwin Hansen, as he lost someone close to him 
from the disease many years ago.

“It's important to help in the search for a cure of Pediatric 
Brain Cancer so someday we can find a cure and save 
those precious lives that are too often lost due to lack of 
funding. Forty years ago, my dear friends lost their son 
to brain cancer and I’m sure with today’s new medicines 
and technology he would possibly still be with us today. 
DJ’s Dugout is committed to continue helping raise the 
awareness in finding a cure for Pediatric Brain Cancer."

DARWIN HANSEN, DJ’S DUGOUT OWNER 

For the 5th consecutive year, DJ’s Dugout Sports Bar in Omaha will support 
Team Jack and continue to raise funds and awareness for the cause at various 
DJ Dugout locations in Omaha, NE. 

DJ’s Dugout Sports Bar has been home to 
“Sports, Food, and Fun” since 1993! The first 
DJ’s Dugout opened on Cornhusker Rd. in 
Bellevue, Nebraska. Today DJ’s Dugout has 
grown to 7 locations throughout the Omaha 
Metro area. Thank you DJ’s Dugout for your 
continued support of Team Jack!

TeamJackFoundation.org
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CARES Act Charitable Giving Incentives
The Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act 
(CARES Act) stimulus bill that passed earlier this year 
features some charitable giving incentives.  It includes a 
new above-the-line deduction (universal or non-itemizer 
deduction that applies to all taxpayers) for total charitable 
contributions of up to $300. The incentive applies to 
contributions made in 2020 and would be claimed on tax 
forms next year. The bill also lifts the existing cap on annual 
contributions for those who itemize, raising it from 60 percent 
of adjusted gross income to 100 percent. For corporations, 
the bill raises the annual limit from 10 percent to 25 percent. 
Food donations from corporations would be available to 25 
percent, up from the current 15 percent cap.

DONATE TODAY!

Launch of New Team Jack Website!
With the help of our creative partners at Firespring, 
the Team Jack Foundation is excited to announce 
the launch of our new website. The design and the 
structure of information of the new website now 
make it easier to navigate, and more user-friendly. 
It is important for us to make our information easily 
accessible for our visitors, and the new layout 
helps us accomplish that. As a leading resource on 
pediatric brain cancer research, you will find the 
most up-to-date information on the projects we are 
funding, as well as clinical trials that are available. 

Whether you are visiting to register for events, 
read our hero stories, or make a donation, we hope 
you find the new website easy to use to help us 
further our mission to fund impactful research and 
fight pediatric brain cancer.

All of us are concerned about the impact of the COVID-19 
pandemic. On a personal level, we are worried about the 
health and safety of our families and friends. On a professional 
level, Team Jack needs to continue to generate revenue to fund 
our mission during one of the most uncertain financial times. 
Many of our events have changed to virtual events, and we are 
watching the data closely to know when it is safe to host in-
person gatherings again.  Despite the impact changing these 
events would have on our efforts, we will continue to provide 
crucial dollars to our research to help those children who need 
us most. We remain prudent stewards of the funding we have 
received and hope to continue to see your support. Every 
dollar counts and helps us lead the charge to finding improved, 
kinder treatments and ultimately a cure. Donate today using 
the enclosed envelope or online at the Team Jack website. 
Thanks for being an important partner in our work!

View the new site on Oct. 12 
at teamjackfoundation.org

Donate by mail or online at teamjackfoundation.org 
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SHOP ONLINE  
FOR THE LATEST  
TEAM JACK  
GEAR
Help us raise 
awareness 
for pediatric 
brain cancer by 
sporting Team 
Jack swag. These 
Bella Canvas 
sweatshirts are super soft and are available in two 
colors! Shop now at teamjackfoundation.org.
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MAKE AN IMPACT
Visit us at teamjackfoundation.org  
to get involved.

Mark your calendars for our 8th Annual 
Team Jack Gala presented by Fat Brain 
Toys scheduled for Saturday, February 
27, 2021. Join us at the Lincoln Marriott 
Cornhusker Hotel and enjoy our featured 
speaker Boomer Esiason. Esiason 
enjoyed a 14-year career in the NFL as  
a quarterback for the Cincinnati Bengals, 
New York Jets and Arizona Cardinals. 
He became a four-time Pro Bowl quarterback and one 
of the most successful quarterbacks in NFL history, 
including being named the NFL’s Most Valuable Player 
in 1988. Upon retiring from the NFL after the 1997 
season, Esiason headed straight for the broadcast 
booth working for ABC’s NFL “Monday Night Football”, 
CBS Sports’ “The NFL Today,” and Showtime’s “Inside 
the NFL” to name a few. Esiason is currently co-host 
of the “Boomer and Gio in the Morning” radio show. 
He also formed the Boomer Esiason Foundation in 
1994 shortly after his son Gunnar was diagnosed 
with cystic fibrosis. Since its inception, the Boomer 
Esiason Foundation has raised more than $150 million 
to support research toward a cure for CF. His insight 
into coordinating his child’s care, insurance coverage 
negotiations, learning microbiology to understand his 
son’s condition, and searching for hope will certainly 
resonate with our families. Hope to see you there!

SAVE THE DATE
UPCOMING EVENTS

 þ 8th Annual Team Jack Gala Featuring 
Boomer Esiason 
February 27, 2021 
Lincoln Marriott Cornhusker Hotel 
Lincoln, NE

 þ 5th Annual Team Jack Trifecta  
with Rex Burkhead 
Spring 2021 
Plano, TX

For more information, visit: 
teamjackfoundation.org/2021gala
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